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INTRODUCTION

During the early months of 1975, the ECS Early
Childhood Project sponsored regional conferences in
Albuquerque, New Mexico, February 3-5; in Atlanta,
Georgia, March 3-5; and in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
April 1-3. Each of the three-day conferences was
attended by individuals from 10 states and each dealt
with needs assessment and planning, child abuse and day
care.

Primarily, the participants were individuals from state
governments concerned with planning and delivering
services to young children and their families. The level
of expertise they brought with them resulted in mean-
ingful discussions and exchanges that richly supplement-
ed the conference agenda.

The discussion of needs assessment and planning on the
first day of the conferences was included on the
program because of its primary importance in the
development of effective service delivery systems at the
state level. In response to the growing demand for
information in this area, the early childhood project
published Early Childhood Planning in the States: A
Handbook for Gathering Data and Assessing Needs, ECS
Report No. 82. A sequel, Assessing Children’s Needs in
Three States: North Carolina, Texas and Idaho, will be
published early in 1976. The information contained in
this report provides an overview of the needs assess-
ment/planning process. More detailed information is
available in the two publications cited above.

During the past few years, child abuse has clearly
become a major source of concern and activity. Most
states have recently updated or reviewed their child
abuse statutes. Much of the current activity was
stimulated by the enactment of a new federal law, the
Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act, that pro-
vides funds for state programs to combat child abuse
and neglect.

Brian Fraser, staff attorney for the National Center for
the Prevention and Treatment of Child Abuse and
Neglect in Denver, recently developed model legislation
for states designed to bring them into compliance with
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the federal law (Child Abuse and Neglect: Mode!
Legislation for the States, ECS Report No. 71). His legal
perspective, the expertise of a pediatrician and a social
worker, and the remarks of one of the major actors at
the federal level, provided the content for the second
day of the conferences.

The third day dealt with day care issues—also a major
area of concern at the state level. A recent (July 1975)
ECS swvey, Day Cgre Licensing Policies and Practices,
ECS Report No. 72, shows that 35 states made
substantial changes in their licensing statutes between
1971 and 1975 while, in the area of revising regulations,
“40 out of 5O states and 2 metropolitan areas are in
some state of the review process and expect new sets of
regulations within the next year.” The speakers on the
third day commented on day care licensing laws and
regulations, their potential for protecting children and
families and the practical aspects of implementation.

This report, containing edited speeches of workshop
leaders and keynote speakers, is an attempt to capture,
at least in part, information that has long-range value for
policy making in early childhood. It includes only the
highlights of the conferences, leaving unrecorded the
exchanges between individuals that contributed so much
to the success of the conferences.

Utah Governor Calvin Rampton, former chairman of the
ECS Early Childhood Task Force, prefaced an earlier
report on a December 1972 ECS eatly childhood
conference as follows: ‘“. . . perhaps the most significant
outcomes of the meeting were the dedication, dialogue
and commitment to the reevaluation of objectives and
procedures which the conferences witnessed and engen-
dered. The Education Commission of the States is
determined that that momentum will not terminate
with this report.”

The presentations at the 1975 spring conferences affirm
that the momentum in the states has not only in-
creased—it has taken on direction and has become
increasingly purposeful and sophisticated. The capacity
of the states to plan and provide services for young
children and their families is clearly on the rise.

é
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ECS has also greatly expanded its efforts in early
childkood. There are three major early childhood
projects rather than one: the child abuse project, the
developmental continuity project and the original early
childhood proiect. The early childhood project, now in
its fifth year of funding under a grant from the federal
Office of Child Development, has as its chairman New
Mezxico Governor Jerry Apodaca, Governor Apodaca,
who will become chairman of ECS in May 1976, stated
at the regional conference held in Albuquergue—*I
don’t like to be a part of any organization, and never
have, if I feel that I can’t contribute.” His contributions
have indeed been felt and hold great promise for the
future.




. Needs Assessment and Planning

The first day of each canference was
devoted to needs assessment and
planning—the process af determining
what programs and services are actually
neenesd by young chil dren and their
families. First to speak was Irving Lazar,
chairman of Cornell University‘s
department of community service
education. Dr. Lazar started the day’s
discussions by taking a critical look at the
needs assessment pracess itself.

Over the last quarter of a century
I've condutCted a fair number of needs
surveys in a wide variety of communi-
ties. | did the surveys carefully and each
time ! amassed a mighty mountain of
information.

In the course of time, I tried various
ways of organizing the task: 1 involved
community people in developing, con-
ducting and interpreting the data; 1 had
community boards that decided which
priorities could be set from the data; 1
involved recipients and influentials, con-
sumers and providers of services; and 1
went to elabarate lengths to insure that
I had good samples and the right statis-
tical technigues.

I did all this because I really believed
that if I provided objective information,
decision makers would therewpon act in
a rational manner. 1t finally sunk into
me that the only time rational decisions

~were made for rational reasons was

E

when the issue was both nonconiro-
versial and unimportant. Since services
to people are controversial, | found that
the only times that the rational pricn-
ties that emerged from my objective
needs data got implemented were those
few times when I controlied the money
for implementation.

First and foremost among my several
heresies is the belief that we don't need
to do a needs analysis for the purpose
of finding out what services are in short
supply or what services children need.

To my knowledge, there is no civilian

community in the United States that has
enough of any kind of human service.
Local people in Beverly Hills will tell

Q
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you with a straight face that they need
more mental health services. Every com-
munity needs more of everything—we
don'’t need & study to discover that.

Aside from case findings, which we
shouldn’t do until we are prepared to
treat cases, theje are only two useful
purposes | ¢an see for a general study of
needs. The first is to convince uncertain
legislators and administrators that sup-
port of programs for young children will
make them loak good, will help reelect
them, will produce guick results, is con-
sistent with their other programs and
will increase the size and strength of
their agencies.

The data of a needs study will not
usually budge the people who have al-
ready made up their minds. Remember,
too, that doing a study is a favorite
political strategy for avoiding action.
Often a study arouses expectations that
cannot be satisfied, endangering rather
than helping our cause. Often needs
studies are undertaken as a matter of
form, and only serve ta let public enthu-
siasm diz down. So, often a study of
neads will delay or harm obvious action.
If we must do a needs survey, we need
to select the fewest number of data that
will sell the uncertain and collect them
as cheaply and quickly as possible. Not
one extra cent or minute should be
devoted to this task.

The second reason 1 can see for a
study of needs is to involve a lot of
people in thinking about children. A
community self-study is a wseful way to
develop commitment in a core of volun-
teers. Furthermore, it is very hard to
challenge the validity of data that you
have collected yourself.

Both of these masons assume that
there are a significant number of deci-
sion makers who age still open to being
convinced and that' you can involve
them or the people they trust. In that
situation, needs data can help our
cause—providing that we dom’t over-
whetm people with more data than they
care to handle, or bare them to tears, or
spend so much time and money on data
gathering that we lose track of our

8
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original purpose. Data can Support a case,
but will not make the case.

{ suid earlier that the only time I could
implement empirically and logically de-
rived priorities was when [ controlled all
of the money, Usually other people con-
trol the money. It therefore makes much
more sense to find out the priorities of
the decision makers and then design
programs that will fit those priorities.
You can eventually build systems that
will dea! with the whole of a chiid's
development, even though you may not
be able to reach all chiidren or do all
things at once,

- The development of a campaign to
meet a given set of needs can backfire
badly if it’s not related to the existing
and the possible complex of resources
available in the state or community. If we
can gather data, | believe the information
that can be most useful in developing and
improving services i8 a careful examina-
tion of the resources already available in a
community of region, It is important to
know what's out there already, how
much of it there is, who is being served,
how well they are being served and in
what ways the existing services are relat-
ed, If we can relate our new services to
the existing service network, we can get
hetp instead of hell. Knowledge of re-
sources is valuable because it tells us
what's possible and where conflicts can
occur, Indeed, such knowledge is far
more valuable than data on the needs of
children; it enables us to provide a needed
service to other agencies; and it is a step
toward collaboration rather than compe-
tition,

In a2 time of decreasing national inter-
est in services—and in what promises to
be a long, economic drought—our best
strategy for programs may not be in a
struggle with other services for the shrink-
ing dollars, but in [eadership for a new
system of service delivery. In a battle
with other categorical programs for scarce
dollars, programs for children will lose.
My own view of the future in human
services includes a.replacement of cate-
gorical programs by a consolidated
human service system,

Two dozen states are already on this
road and, despite the opposition of the
categorical interests, 1 think bills like the

RIC
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Allied Services Acf will soon be passed.
Title XX_[the Social Services Amend-
ments of 1974) is already a step in
reducing artificial barriers between func-
tional service areas.

We in early childhood services and
planning can take the leadership in this
development and so influence its effect.
Qr we can oppose it and not improve our
chances of increasing service effective-
ness. Just as it is clear to me that public
schools will be housing day care programs
five years from now, so it is also clear to
me that the public will neither permit the
continted splendid isolation of the
schools from other agencies nor continue
to support the administrative dukedoms
of categorical programs.

We can start now to take that leader-
ship by helping our schools and other
child-serving agencies improve their pres-
ent services sO that they can speak with
credibility the next time our country is
willing to make substantial new invest-
ments in services. The fact that we have
not effectively educated our public is
clear in every newspaper. There's plenty
to do right now, and if we do those jobs
well, we'll build constituencies vocal
enough that we won’t need to figure out
how tO assess and measure needs.

The next speaker was David Nesenholtz,
who had just completed his wark as
planning director fpr the Texas Office of
Early Childhood Development (prior to
becoming education coordinator for the
Texas Office of State-Federal Relations in
Washington, D.C.). Mr. Nesenholtz
described the “diversified approach” to
needs assessmen t.

I"d like to talk a little bit about the
diversifisd approach to needs assessment,
but first I'd like to respond to Dr. Lazar's
remarks. He mentioned some of the good
things and not-s0-good things about needs
assessment and planning. He said, general-
ly, that we already know what is needed
in communities-—that everything is need-
ed. He felt that needs studies can be
viewed as nonproductive or counter-
productive, with the possible exceptions
of persuading the persuadable and formu-
lating some constituencies around the

9
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basic needs of children and families.

I certainly agree with the latter points,
but I think that more can be done with
needs assessments. | submit ihat we don't
necessarily know what the problems in
communities are, what the most appropri-
ate and effective responses {0 those prob-
lems are or how to generate the resources
needed to fund the appropriate responses
when they are determined.

1'd like to talk a little bit ahbout the
diversified approach to needs assessment
and pfanning because planning and needs
assessment demands are diverse. I define
needs assessment as the appraisal or esti-
mate of something that is lacking or
something that needs response. I also
believe that needs assessment is more a

process than a single product at a single

time.

There are four important variables
when we speak about needs assessment:
information, knowledge, values and strat-
egy.

In terms of information, it’s important
{o know what conditions exist—conds-
tions of families, of young children, of
labor markets and of communities. And it
is important to know what services are
available, what their capacities are and
what they actually do. These factors of
quantily and quality are very important
in terms of that information variable.

Knowledge is important in terms of
considering what problems exist and what
kinds of services should be put together
to respond to them. Experience is impor-
tant in terms of knowing what things
seem to work and what don’t.

Values are perhaps the most important
of all, because values are key in determin-
ing priorities. People in the community
itave to be the ones who determine what
is bad and what is not so bad, what kinds
of needs should be responded to first and
what kinds of needs don'l need to be
responded to at all. These critical choices
must be made jn light of scarce resources,
and | think that is the key element to any
kind of assessment.

Strategy revolves around the tools and
the process of the plunner. It must be
poal-oriented with a specified outcome
determined,

In terms of the diversified appreach,
the experience in Texas has involved

Q
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using a variety of assessment instruments.
These included a statewide survey of
housecholds with children under 6; a very
detailed, door-to-door survey with the
objective of obtaining information not
obtainable from any other source; and a
survey of all licensed child care facililies
in the state to find out what kind of
qualitative and quantitative judgments
could be made about existing services.

In addition, we held a series of region-
al forums throughout the state to listen
to professionals, parents and community
leaders on what they considered to be the
most impertant and critical needs of
chitdren and families in their communi-
ties.

We also relied on an information
base -3 collection of statistics and other
information from the Census Bureau, the
state health department and a variety of
other sources.

| think that the most important assess-
ment, however, is the local assessment
where community members themselves
make judgments about what problems
exist and make priofity judgments about
which are the most critical. When they
do, alternatives should be developed in
terms of what kinds of responses are
appropriate. Then some kind of design
can be formulated for coordinating exist-
ing services and also for applying for new
resources to meet unmet needs.

This is, T believe, a very rational
process—a process where community in-
volvement is the key; where members of
the community are, themselves, the con-
stituvency of the process; and one which,
quite appropriately, takes into account
the value system of the people them-
selves. Finally, all of these components
are involved in a process—they are not
done once and considered finished—and
this process revolves around the state plan
for earty childhood development.

John Hawes, director of the Learning
Institute of North Carolina, Durham,
described the “citizens approach’ to
needs assessment that was used in North
Carolina.

I am holding here 4 booklet entitled
Who Cares for Childrea? 1Us a report that
contains a greal deal of information with-

10
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in its covers. It is the result of a lot of
hard work by a lot of dedicatcd people.
So what?

All of us here have read many reporls
and have placed them baek on a shelf.
The possibility of dust gathering was one
of the first issues thal we faced wien
beginning the North Carolina vhild care
services assessment. The method used to
head off that possibility resulted in what
I now call “u citizens approach™ to
assessment.

It seens to me that assessments are
made only when there is perceived to be
some sort of 4 problemn. Thut means that
there is at the putset some ideu that there
are changes that need to be made. The
assessment, then, lelps direct those
chunges; but no report ever mukes
changes, people do, In the final analysis,
political decisions are required to elfect
.anges and the best way to achieve
pu ‘lical responses is through an orgin-
iz« 1 constifuency. Applying this principle
*J A nalor assessment of human need is
really the sum and substance of my
messapge today.

For the next few minutes ! would like
to describe one state’s approacit to the
application of that principle. About three
years ago, two important foundations
based in North Carolina-the Mary Rey-
nolds Babcock Foundation and the
Z.Smith Reynolds Foundation—sought
to determine the most effective Means for
the use of their resources on behalf of
young children in North Carolina An
initial step was the convening of a confer-
ence of individuals and representatives of
organizations active in the area of child
developmenl. The director of the Learn-
ing Institute of North Carolina at that
time. Dick Ray, was asked to preside over
the conference.

As the meeting progressed. it became
evident that great gups existed in the
information that was available ybout the
status of services awiluble for youug
children, A tuwjor result of that cvonter-
ence was the joining together of the two
foundations and the Learning Institute of
North Carolina in the vconduel of a
statewide assessment of child vcuare serv-
jves,

Let me inserl a word here ahout the
Leurning Institute  of North  Carolina

d

{LINC). The organization & a nonprofit
corporation, quasi-public in  operation,
engaged in a broad runge of educational
activities, LINC was established by Gover-
nor Terry Sanford toward the end of his
term in office, about 11 yeurs ago. Most
of you know that Governor Sanford also
played a key role in the establishment of
the Education Commission of the States.

As its ucronym suggests. one of LINC's
major functions is to bring together the
various educational resources Within
North Carolina for the purpose of seeking
solutions to somme of the more pressing
education-tetated problems in the state,
Its board of directors is presided gver by
the state’s governor: and its membership
consists of the chiel execurive officers
and other representatives from the North
Carolina Board of Educution. the state
university system and Duke University,
along with other education. legislative
and public representation.

An annual state appropriation provides
a base for LINC's operation and program
development activities. Operational funds
for its various projects come (rom conr
tracts and grants from federai. state and
focal agencles and foundations. Because
of its broad base of speonsorship. it was
most appropriate for LINC to conduct
this assessment in North Carolina,

As frequently is the case with such
undertakings. an early order of business
was the establishment of an advisory
cojnmittee. As we sought to make the
Eroup truly representuative, the idea of a
small. cozy comnmitlee soon lost #ll mean-
ing. It grew so large thut + steff member
suggesied the pame Children’s [00—und
50 it was, In fact. it became more like 3
Children’s E31.

The group itsell’ further determined
the structure under which it would von-
tirue to function. Direction wus given by
an  18-nmember steering committee. put
together under vriteria established by the
total group. The steering commitier in
turn set up five commitlees in several
specisl areas voucerning: stale orguaniza-
tion of services for young children, estab-
lishment of a clearinghouse of lwaman and
material resources. supporl services for
child care proteams. consumer education
and pessonnel training,

Wilh respecl 10 the assessment itself,
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two major decisions were made early in
the process: (1) the survey would be con-
ducted on a county-by-county basis {and
that the sample surveyed would be large);
and {2} not only would 2 look be taken at
full day care centers but at other out-of-
home child care services as well,

Organizing for the survey was a lot like
running for govemor, with young chil-
dren as the candidate. Available resources
dictated that a large number of volunieers
were needed if the project objectives were
to be met. Volunteer chalrpersons for
each of the 100 counties in the state were
selected and they, in turn, recruited
volunteer surveyors as needed.

Using a variety of infermation scurces,
all of the child care services were identi-
fied in each of the predetermined categor-
ies in each county. Fifty percent of all
identified services in each category were
selected at random for the survey. A pilot
run was made in one county, and the
survey instrument was revised accord'. -
ly, There then followed an inten.—:
training program for the county chair-
persons who, in turn, trained their volun-
teers in the use of survey materials.

Without going into ail the trials, tribu-
lations, triumohs and disappointments,
suffice it to say thal the data were
collected, processed and analyzed. These
data, together with special area commit-
tee recommendations, were pui together
in draft form and sent to each member of
the Children’s [00. A final meeting was
called to review and recommend changes
in the report decument.

A strange thing happened at what was
tc have been the group’s valedictory
session however. One of the last recom-
mendations to be made from within the
Children's 100 was that the organization
be continued. The reascning was that
with all the work that had been done and
all the interest that had been generated,
the group should make sure that the
recommendations didn't gather dust, but
that the means for implementing them
were thoughtfully developed. Thanks to
the continued participation of the two
foundations, that is what is going on at
this time,

This highly visible approach to assess-
ment has resulted in considerable public
awareness about the condition of services

Q
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for young children within the state. The
more than $00 volunteer surveyars from
every county in the state now have an
idea of what is going on in their own
communities. The Children's 100 has
united many groups and individuals who
have a common interest in young children
and, in many cases. it has put them
together for the first tiine. Participanis
themselves have created an integrating
force on behalf of young children. And,
perhaps most important. legislative and
administrative decisions ut the state level
have been influenced considerably by
data generated through the assessment
and by the presence of citizen support
achieved through the Children’s 100,

In my view, these are the aspects of
the whole assessment project in North
Carolina that will last long after the
report itsell not only gathers dust. but
tusns to dust itself.

Howard Schrag, director of Idaho’s
Institute of Human Development,
described the assessment process in Idaho
and discussed the difference hetween
“needs” and “program interventions.”
Dr. Schrag also discussed some of the
prasert problems in needs assessment and
some future challenges.

The Idaho Institete of Child Develop-
ment {now the Idaho Institute of Human
Development] was started in 1971 by an
executive order issued by Governor Cecil
D. Andrus. He asked four questions: How
many children do we have in the state
between 0 and 6% Who are they? What do
they need? And, who is providing the
services for them?

I'd like to stop a moinent here and
refer back to something Irving [Lazur]
said—the political situation and the time
were right. We had a governor who was
commitied te doing something for chil-
dren, he was asking questions apout what
he could do and he was in need of
answers and information in order to
manage the resources he had available to
him.

At that time [U.8.] Representative
Orval Hansen was working in Washingion
on legislation {the Child and Family
Services Actl. He was responsible for
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bringing to tdaho Edwatd Ziegler, who
was then head of the Office of Child
Development, «nd Bettye Caldwell [Uni-
versity of Arkansas at Little Rock] for a
seminar.

After we were charged with answering
these four questions, we then looked at
what ‘*‘needs" are conceptually. It is
probably fair to say that among plan-
ners—as we know the majorty of them
today—there is little agreement concern-
ing what constitutes need.

The concept is hard to grasp and, as a
tesuft planners, politicians, laymen and
others have consistently mixed the con-
cepts of need and program intervention
until one would think the two were
synonymous. | frequently hear—in groups
brought together to winnow out con-
cerns-—-that there is a reed for more
kindetpartens, school facilities, health
facilities, public awareness and so on. [
submit to you that nope of these are
needs. Indeed, they are programs, they
are logistical arrangements, and they are
symptoms of need.

When ore talks of need, it must be a
basic need: food, shelter, appropriate
environment for good emotional-social,
cognitive and motor development in chil-
dren. Need 5 much more basic and
fundamental than the aititudes and opin-
fons elicited from g&roups brought to-
gether to discuss need. Yet that is exactly
what vyou get-biases in the form of
attitudes and opinions often, and most
probably, not erxpressed in terms of
needs. Perhaps they are mosi closely
telated to the individual’s or organiza-
tion's needs for 2rowth and survival
rather than the needs of the elientele
served. This entire process may well
contain ¢lements of illusion, delusion and
collesion.

How do we overcome this prohiem?
Well, there 4re a few people who have
begun to work with the issue of the
quality of life—~how to guantify it, how
to measure it—and we drew to a certain
extent from that body of information.
Then Wwe examined existing data in the
state. There is no reason to reinvent the
wheel. If the information is already there,
why not use it?

Then we looked for holes in it, and
whal we might yet need to gather. We
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then gatheted that data and by the use of
a variety of instruments, we zlso gathered
information on the vendors of services.
Incidently, we published a directory of all
the services available jn the state as a
byproduct of the information we collect-
ed. It was distributed and used by infor-
mation and refer-al people and by a
variety of agencies.

From all of this activity came three
technical documents of the type that
usually gather dust. Gne was on the
prenatal and poStnatal status of children
in ITdaho, the second was the status of
earty childhood education in ldaho and
the third was a study on the needs of
minority children in ldaho. We gol to-
gether some writers who were familiar
with materials for the press, and they laid
out 14 to 15 categories of need and put
them together in a small pamphlet en-
titled Growing Up in fdaho: The Needs of
Young Children. This small, easily read-
able pamphlet caught on and was used.

The governor then made three basic
policy decisions in the field of early
childhood.

The first was to strengthen the family
by: (1) providing better zccess to avail-
able services and (2) by providing families
with more adequate knowledge concern-
ing early childhood development. These
activities are being followed up on now.
We had a good early periadic screening
system set up in the state, and the
governor also recommended in his policy
statement that this program be expanded
by making it free of charge for all
children aged Q to 6. The third policy
decision he made was to expand programs
for children “at risk.” We did this in
terms of abused children. but we also
have a public network that Pprovides
services for handicapped children. The
intent was to expand that to include
other children who might be at risk or in
jeopardy.

I'd like to make a few comments
about present problems | see in needs
assessment, as I've vieweq it over the
country. The first problem is that a lot of
attitude and opinion assessment is being
passed off as needs assessment. The sec-
ond problem is the lack of differentiation
between needs and intervention Ppro-
grams. Another problem is that planners
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start with the development of goals and
abjectives, and we have no way of know-
ing how well those goals and objectives
are tied to reality—to the needs that
really exist. The fourth problem is one
that Dr. Lazar talked about—that is,
having a mechanism, when the time is
right. for translating findings into action.

For the future, there are five things |
would like to see happen.

| would like to see us define needs
along the life spectrum of the individual
and to have an adequate set of social
indicators that would tell us where we're
at.

Second. [ would like to see the process
of change more elearly detined--what are
the processes involved in change and how
do we bring them about?

The third thing I'd like to see is mnch
greater attention to cause and effect
relationships and fess involveinent in the
treatment of symptoms. Many of the
programs we’ve had over the last decade
have treated symptoms. and we stilt tend
to ptovide programs that do that.

The fourth concerns the kind of prob-
lem we began to rup across as we [ocked
at the needs we had found. It seemed that
for cvery need that existed. there vas.
reason for its existence. We've called
these reasons “barriers” and I’ll give you
a list of six barriers that 1 know of:
tegislation, administration, fiscal, social,
teelinotogical, and information and com-
munication.

Last is the development of some kind
of a2 common language between diverse
groups. An excellent example of this was
our space effort where we were able to
bring together a variety of professions to
develop a common language that enabled
them to proceed together toward their
gozl-and to achieve il.

It appears to me that these are the
kinds of things that have to take place for
us to begin to deliver better services in
the area of human nieeds.

The last speaker, Jeanne Mueller,
discussed two themes—the classification
of exceptionat children, and the tendency
to provide programs for them that will
perpetuate the existing system rather
than meet the needs of the children
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served. Dr. Mueller is associate professor
and directar of social work at Cornel!
University’s college of human ecology.

| would like to briefly introduce two
themes that 1 will present in my work-
shop later this afternoon. First, ’d like to
note that the word “special” 1s a kind of
euphemisin for handicapped children and,
when we talk abont handicapped chil-
dren, we quickly get into classification
systems and all that implies.

For example, what about the child
who has been developing nicely, enjoys
life with his parents, gets zlong with the
neighborhood kids, doesn’t get into
trouble and then comes to school and
doesn’t learn to read and write? You can
see that his prinary language is Spanish
or Bluck English vernacuiar, but how are
you poing to clussify him? Culturally
disadvantaged or culturally stigmatized?

We need to look at the pros and cons
of classification systems because we're
not going to get away from them. They
have both positive outcomes 1nd negative
effects. We need to spend some time
thinking about the plusses and minuses
and what we can do to make sure we
aren’t damaging kids when we label and
classify them as in some way deviant.

The second theme has to do with what
I call the PIG model of planning for
handicapped children. P stands for prob-
lem, [ for intervention and G for goal. If
we do rational planning, we try to define
the problem, specify what our goal is and
choose an appropriate intervention.

Instead, our goals too often get dis-
placed in favor of keeping our system
going. One nice illustration that has come
up today is that the education system is
likely to move into the area of early
childhood education, and perhaps even
the provision of day care. That may or
may not be in the best interests of
children, but the decision will be made in
terms of system maintenance rather than
looking ut the needs of children and
setting goals accordingly.

Another iltustration T have encoun-
tered is attendant on recent legislation
that mandates Head Start to have 10
percent hundicapped children integrated
into the centers. 1 think that js a fine
idea. The intent was that the community
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people would search out handicapped
children, persuade their parents to allow
them to be recruited into Head Start, and
then start mainstSeaming them with
appropriate changes 0 accommodate
their special needs,

Instead, I have found that staff people
look within the center’s population to see
which kids they can now label as “mini-
mal brain damage” or *learning disabled”

and so on. This is & nice example, again,
of goal displacement.

So we need to think about 2 rational
mode! that social planners and policy
makers can use when they ihink about a
service system—a system that is con
cerned not wilh how to get delivery, but
with what gets delivered to meet the
special needs of young children who are
handicapped.

o
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tt. Chiid Abuse and Neglect

The second day of the canferences
focused on the issues of child abuse and
neglect, an area of considerable interest
to offici-.  .ncerned with bringing state
statutes u:*.: compliance with newly
enacted federal legislation—the Child
Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act
{P.L. 93-247). Frank Ferro, assaciate
director of the Children’s Bureau,
discussed the need for—and ingredients
of—4a madel child abuse reporting law.

As you listen to me today, | would
like you to listen in this context: What
are you gaing to do whe you get back
home? How are you goin. to get your
state luw chanpged so that you are eligible
to receive funds under the Child Abuse
Prevention ond Treatment Act?

There isn't very much money in the
whole bill itself. For some states it's
$20,000~which is only a drop in the
bucket. But it will have a serious impact
upon your state eligibility under Tjtle XX
[the Social Security Amendments of
1974}, and there the amount is 31.5
billion. Y ou will have to be in compliance
with certain sections of the act, and its
definitions 4s published in the federal
regulations, in order for your state to be
eligible to receive those funds.

A year or so ago, | attempted to
articulate a service delivery model that
not only wouid be gvgilable but also
accessible: a model that would be accept-
able to consumers or clients and to the
community which it served; and, finally.
a model that was adaptabie in the face of
accelerating socinl change. No one is
really sure how to prevent child abuse
and neglect; no one is really sure how to
treat the abusing parent or the abused
child. The present state of the art, how-
ever, suggests the following seven essen-
tial elements of an effective child protec-
tive systetn:
® There must be a reasonably accurate
knowledge of the true incidence of child
maltreatment,
® There must be a strang and well
publicized reporting law.

® There must be an effective central

Q
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register of child maltreatment reports.

® There must be 4 specially trained and
expert child protective service avallable, if
needed, at any hour of the doy or night.
® There must be treatment and rehabili-
tative facilities and programs available for
parents and children.

® There must be a court system capable
of dealing quickly, effectively and fairly
with families.

® There must be interdisciplinary ex-
changes and cooperation at all levels of
government to develop and deliver the
most effectiv’ services to protect chil-
dren.

The first element, accurate knowledge
of the incidence of child abuse, is basic
and dependent upon a strong reporting
law and effective record-keeping meth-
ods. A strong reporting law, the second
element, is necessary because early recog
nition and treatment of suspected child
abuse and neglect is the first essential step
in preventing further abuse and néglect.

An effective céntral segister of reports
of suspected maltreatment. if properly
utilized, can assist in the diagnosis and
identification of child abuse and neglect.
It can tell the professional who suspectsa
child js being maltreated if that child or
any other sibling was reported as mal-
treated earlier. This ability to check for
prior reports is diagnostically important
because the repetitive nature of suspi-
cious injuries strongly indicates the exis-
tence of child maltreatment.

A specialized, qualified. and highly
motivated child protective seryvice staff is
also imperative. They must be able to
investigate reports promptly to determine
wlhiether protective or preventive action is
necessary. Ta do so, the staff has to be
able to use a full range of social investiga-
tive techniQues.

Prevention of child abuse also requires
treatment and rehabilitative programs for
fumilkies. Removal of a child from a
dangerous home situation js nat always
the best solution. There muy be other
children in the honie who become the
parents’ next targef. Without treating
both parent ynd child, we cannot hope to
break the generational pattern of abuse
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that leads today's vietim to be tomor-
row's tormentor.

A successful child protective system
integtates and coordinates many profes-
sional disciplines and competencies to
alleviate child abuwse and neglect. The

.physician and other allied medical person-

nel, the social worker, the courts. the law
enforcement agencies, teachers—all those
who come into contact with, or who have
responsibility for, providing services to
children and Ffamilies—must work to-
gether.

I have briefly commented on the
essential elements of a comprehensive
child protective system. 1 would like now
to take one of the elements—a strong and
well publicized reporting law—and discuss
such legislation in more detail.

Legisletion has an imporstant role to
play in providing a framework and in
coordinating and channeling societal ef-
fort. Good legislation can provide a vni-
fied and coherent approach to an other-
wise disorganized situation. Consequent-
ly, one of the greatest needs now is for
the states to coordinate the various legis-
lative provisions, to provide a unifying
policy and a system of accountability for
child protective services.

Before discussing other aspects of a
model reporting law, | would like to
stress that I am addressing the problem of
child proteclive services—protecting chil-
dren and delivering rehabilitative serv-
ires--mot the problems of criminil cournt
action. Although child abuse and neglect
are crimes, the feasibility and usefulness
of criminal vourl action. except in un
usually severe cases, is guite limited.

Where the reporting statute is housed
in the criminal code, the person reporting
{child abuse or neglect} in effecy is asked
to make allegations of suspected criminal
activity. Thus, titis may not only discour-
age free reporting, but it may slso tend to
foster a punitive approach.

We also believe that reporting laws
should be amended to contain the {ollow-
ing provisian: neighbors, relatives and
friends should at least be encouraged to
repott suspecled cuses of abuse, That is in
addition to thc mandaling of certain
prafessionals to report.

The upper age limit of protected chil-
dren should conform to what is in lhe
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federal law--age 18. There's a problem in
some states where the juvenile laws stipu-
late 16,

Finally, the reporting law should be
amended to include emotional abuse and
child neglect as well as physical infury.

A good child abuse reporting law is
only one element of a total system. A
reporter must have someone to report to,
then an investigation must be conducted
and appropriate services received. | wish
to emphasize the fact that the abuse and
neglect of children is clearly a social
problem. It is not fust a medical problem,
or 2 legal problem, or an educational
problem, or a psychiatric problem, or
even a law enforcement problem. [t is a
social problem requiring the involvement
and services of all program providers.

What we must learn to do is to develop
and maintain a S¥stem that links a2 num-
ber of discrete service providers into an
integrated and coordinated method for
the delivery of services to abused and
neglected children and their families. If
we can accomplish this, we may be able
to use the method as a2 reasonable tem-
plate for other services to children and
families in need.

Brian Fraser, staff attorney for the
Natioanal Center for the Prevention and
Treatment of Child Abuse and Neglect in
Denver, discussed five basic rules for
dealing with child abuse.

I'm going to start off by putting this
chair over here. 1 spoke in San Francisco
a couple of months ago and when [ was
finished a very nice gentleman came up to
me and said, *“Y ou're okay, but you don’t
have any visual effects, which would
make it go a lot smoother,” So this is my
visual effect, and { don’t mean it face-
tiously.

Let’s talk about numbers for & minute.
We used to say that there were at least
76,000 cases of serious child abuse each
year, When we talked aboui 76,000 cases,
we were using a ratiter traditional defini-
tion of child abuse, being a serious,
nonaccidental physical infury to a child.
In the last three years a large number of
states have redeflned, amended or drafted
completely new definitions for child
abuse.
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Depending on what state you live in,
the definition of child abuse will be
composed of one or a combination of the
four following elements: {1) 2 nonacci-
dental, physical injury; (2) neglect; (3)
sexual abuse oI sexual molestation; and
(4) emotional abuse or emotional neglect.
With a rather broad generic definition like
this we rteally don't have any idea how
many c¢hildren are abused each vyear.
We're beginning to get an estimate and
this estimate i$ astronomical.

In Florida, in 971, there were 250
reported cases of child -abuse. In 1972,
the state expanded its definition of child
abuse to include neglect. [t also initiated
4 statewide advertising campaign on what
child abuse was. how to identify it and
who to report it t0. At the end of 1972,
the number of reported cases went up to
14,000.

In 1973, they initiated a statewide
child ahuse hot line—-you could calt any-
where In the state, 24 hours a day, seven
days a week, and make a report of
suspected child abuse or neglect. Agdin,
that was rather well advertised. During
1973, there were 28,050 reports.

[ suggest that the results are probably
the same no matter where you go, what
state you visit-an increase of anywhere
from 20 to 500 percent, and an increase
that is prohably going to remain some-
what stable over the next few years.

Well, those are the statistics. But re-
member. for every case that is identified
and works its way into the system, there
are probably two {and that's a wild guess)
that are never reported. That brings up
the question of how these cases enter the
child abuse and neglect system or the
social service systeimn--ithe mandatory re-
porting statuie.

Today evety state, Washington, D.C.,
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands, have
mandatory reporting statutes. This stat-
ute simply says that certain professionals
in the community are mandated to report
cases of child abuse.

Every mandatory reporting statute is
going to have a legal definition of child
abuse. [ 20 back to the four basic
elements | fisted @8 moment ago. Depend-
ing on what jurisdiction you live in, it's
going to be one of a combination of
nonaccidental physical injury, neglect,
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sexual abuse or emotional abuse. If the
state wants to receive federal funds under
Public Law 93-247 {the Child Abuse
Prevention and Treatment Actl, it will
have to include the element of neglect in
its definition of abuse. If your state does
not have that element of neglect in its
definition, it is not going to be eligible for
federal funding.

Neglect, of course, can be just as
devastaring to the child as physical abuse,
but it does raise a number of interesting
and very practical problems. Neglect is
vety hard to define. Unlike physical
abuse, you can’t-point to a broken bone.
There are lifestyle and cyltural differ-
ences. The second problem is that there
are probably 3 to 10 times the number of
neglect cases as there are physical abuse
cases. Most departments of social services
are working at or near capacity now, just
investigating reports of physical abuse.
What happens when you increase the case
toad by 3 to 10 {imes? It becomes almost
unmanageable.

Every state mandatory reporting stat-
ute says where the reports are to go. It's
usually the department of social services.
In some states, like Colorado, it's the
police department because the depart-
ment of social services is not on call 24
hours & day; 7 days a week. In three
states it’s the district attorney; and in a
few other states, it’s the juvenile court.

Without being negative, this might be a
good time to suggest that—while, perhaps,
it is the department of social sefvices that
should receive the report—it might be
wiser if we were to talk about 2 new
entity when we ask for a diagnosis and a
prognosis of child abuse. My suggestion—
and it's not unique—is the creation of a
multidisciplinary team to do the diagnosis
and prognosis. Allow the department of
social services to receive the report and
perthaps make the investigation, but allow
this child protection team-—with, say, a
representative from the medical profes-
sion, a representative from the legal pro-
fession, a social worker, a representative
of the juvenile court and a representative
of a law enforcement agency—to deter-
mine whether or not this is abuse. If it is
abuse, should we be filing a petition in
the juvenile court? And what type of
treatment does this family necd?




You can call it au child protection
team, or unil; in some places we refer to
them as SCAN [Suspected Child Abuse
and Neglect] teams. But the basic ¢con-
cept involves formation of a group with
collective expertise. T hope this doesn't
sound too revolutionary, because it's not.
There are probably 150 to 200 child
protection teams around the country
right now, and there are a nuinber of
SCAN teawns. Legislatively, it's not
unique. Massachusetts already has it in its
law on a voluntary basis. The Colorado
legislature has a bill in front of it right
now that would make it mandatory in
every Colorado county to have an ap-
pointed child protection teain responsible
for coordinating treatment, diagnosis and
the prognosis of child abuse and neglect.

Who has to make the reports under the
mandatory reporting statute? Every state
specifically tmandates a profession or a
group of professions to report suspected
cases of child abuse. Unfortunately, some
states still limit the reporting to physi-
cians and the medical community.

Today an adequate mandatory report-
ing statute makes every attempt at identi-
fying the child abuse case as quickly as
possible so that there’s no further damage
to the child. The real purpose of report-
ing is to identify the child in peril as
quickly as possible and, once idenltified.
to bring all the resources of the state to
bear in an effort Lo prolect the child.

Child abuse is not a single attack. Il's
usnally a nuinber of attacks over a period
of time, growing more severe the longer
the atlacks go on. You could suy that ihe
severity of the injuries to the chifd i
directly proportionate to the duration of
the abusive hehavior.

Rule numher [: Every case of child
abuse is a potentiatly lerminul ease. or a
potentially capital case. Once you recog-
nize that child abuse is continual trauma.
a number of injuries over a period of
time, il is easier to accept the concept
that we need Lo be reporting the bruises.
the unexplained cuts. the child who shies
away from adulls as if he was going to be
struck.

Persons mandated to report shiould bhe
those persons who come inlo daily con-
taet wilh the children, have an opportu-
nily to identify injuries Lo the child at the
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earliest possible point in time and then
report it. A large number of states now
require that teachers, sacial workers, day
care workers, preschool workers and sumi-
mer ¢camp counselors all report~and they
should,

The next response isn't an unusual
one. “What happens if [ do report 2 case
of child abuse and it eventually turns out
to be accidental trumna. Can't the parents
turn around and sue me lor defamnation
of character, invasion of privacy, libel or
slander?” 1'd have to say: “Rest assured,
they can't.”

Every state's mandatory reporting stat-
ute has a provision which offers immuni-
ty. The provision simply says that those
people who report in good faith are free
from any criminal or civil liability. What
does “good faith” mean? In layman’s
terms. it means “with a good heart.™ If
vou see a case and you honestly believe
there is child abuse and you report if, you
are immune from any liability.

I've got a personal standard and ['ll
pass it along to you. I'm calling it rule
number 2: If there is a doubt. resolve the
doubt in favor of the child and report.
[t’s better to be safe than sorTy.

That very neatly moves us along into
another category. “"What happens if | see
a ease of child abuse and | don’t report
it?? Well, first. you ought to go home and
lock yourself in the closet for the next
three months because chances are that
the child is going to be reinjured—and the
pext time more seriously. Secondly,
about half the states have a criminal
provision in their mandatory reporting
statute. which says that if You see a case
of child abuse and you are mandated to
report il. you can be held criminully
liable if you don’t.

For all practicul purposes. } don't
think anybody can be criminally pursued
for failure o report. But there is one
other Factor. and that’s the civil suit. A
professional who doess’t report when he
sees a cuse of child abuse can be held
civifly Hable for the dumages that jollow
fle failure to report.

Let ne give you an example of u
fumous California case. A couple got
matried. had a fittle girl and then separ-
ated. The mother and the little girt moved
in with a “paramows”—that’s the legal
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term. The paramour injured the child.
The mother toak the child into a pediat-
ric clinic where three pedialricians saw
the child. All three of them knew they
were obligated to report, but they didn’t.
Six or eight months later the child was
reinjured and taken to the same three
pediatricians. They knew it was abuse,
but, again, they didn’t report {t. Remem-
ber abuse becomes more serious the
longer it goes on. The next time, there
was permanent injury—blind, deaf, dumb
and totally paralzed, the child would be a
vegetable for the rest of her life.

The natural father took action, claim-
ing that if the doctors had reported the
case the first time around, the child
wouldn’t have been seriously injured. The
case was settled out of court and the
physicians ended up paying $600,000.
The interesting thing is that somewhere
along the way the department of social
services was notified and they did—
nothing. They were also sued for profes-
sional negligence and they ended up
paying 560,000. The potice also had been
notified 2nd were mandated to investi-
gate. They did nothing and they were also
sued under the doctrine of professional
negligence. They also ended up paying
$60,000.

A professional who fails to report a
case of chlid abuse is leaving himself open
to a suit for civil damages. There’s a
second case in California now, one in
lowa and one in Florida. None of the
cases that are §oing on now are under 32
million,

I"m going to talk about one more thing
in the mandatory reporting statute—the
central registry. This is an office—usually
in the department of social services, but
sometimes in the police department—that
houses all reports of suspected child
abuse. Hypothetically, when you get all
these reports of suspected child abuse
together, you should be able to do three
things with them:

(1) You can turn out statistics by the
barrelful. If there’s one thing politicians
understand and appreciate, it’s statistics.
Texas, as a result of increased réporting
statistics, has 300 new workers in the
department of social services.

(2) The records in the central registry
should be availuble for dingnostic services.

Q
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(3) You can use the figures in the
central regisiry as a tracking device faor
dbusive parents und abused children.

A central registry is a gooad tracking
device, but it raises a pumber of civil
libertarian questions. If vou're drafting
laws, you might as welt be awure of them.
Here we are listing suspected abusers—
potential criminals. Most states don’t give
the persons lisied in the central registry a
right ta appeal. There’s usually 5o avenue
for the expungement of records and
there's usually no avenue for the seuling
of records.

Who are the child abusers? It's virtual
ly impossible to categorize abusing par.
ents into any one socioeconomic, reli-
gious or ethnic background. The sud fact
is that we see badly abused black chil-
dren, badly abused red children. badly
abused brown children and badly abused
black-and-blue children. The parents are
blue-collar workers. white-collar workers
and professionals; and they can be Protes-
tant, Jewish, Catholic, Methodist, Baptist
or Unitarian.

If there is any one constant factor that
characterizes al] of the abusing parents,
it’s the fact that they were probably
abused themselves as children. It's not
just that the child is hard to handle, or
that the child has certain characteristics
that bring on the attack. It's a number of
elements. I've already mentioned one: the
parents were abused themselves. Another
thing is~and it almast seems to be law of
nature—that 2 female Who was abused in
her childhood is attracted 1o and finds an
abused male. They are attracted to each
other just like the opposite poles of a
magnet, and they get married and have
children.

Second, the parents are isoluted. ione-
ly and friendless. They have no neighbors,
friends or relatives upon whom they can
call-in time of need. They are locked up
with their own personal problems and
with a crying, demanding child.

Third, there is a “erisis” of some sort
that precedes and precipitates the attack.
The crisis doesn’t have to Dbe a big
one—sometines just & nxarital spat.

When you mix these three elements
together—past conditioning, isolation and
crisis—it's only a question of time wuntil
you reach the inevitable. H atmiost sonnds
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like a disease, like alcoholism or an
emolional disorder, and that’s just how |
like to think of it. The question has to be
asked, what’s the value of criminal prose-
cution in these cases? My answer would
be, there i little if any pragmatic value in
the criminal prosecution of these cases.

In the first place, if you want to be
practical, it's a very difficult case to
prove, To successfully prosecute in the
criminal courts. a district attorney is
going to have to show a criminal act,
criminal intent, and then prove hiz case
beyond all reasonable doubt. Tt would be
nice il the attack took place in Central
Park with 30 eyewitnesses, but it usually
takes place in the prlvacy of the home
when only the mother. father and child
are present. You can't force the abuser to
take the starn.d because that violates his or
her constitulional rights.

There is a doctrine in the law that
designates husband and wife communjca-
tion as confidential and prevenis those
communications from being presented in
court as evidence. In most states, the
status of confidential communication be-
tween husband and wife is abropaled
hefore the juvenile court in cases of child
abuse and neglect. However, it’s one thing
to abrogale something, but it’s another to
uctually get one spouse to testify apainst
the other.

That leaves you with the child and you
have three types of children: the dead
child who can’t testify, the child that is
too young to testify and the older child
who can testify. But he’s not crazy—he
knows he stands a good chance of even-
tualiy going back into that home.

That leaves the district atlorney with
citcumstantial evidence and it’s very diffi-
cult to prove a criminal case beyond sl
ressonable doubt with only circumstan-
tial evidence. But suppose he does prove
his case. Usually we get a punitive judge
who comes down hard and says “x
number of years in the slammer.”

But jail sentences are notoriously short
and, with good behavior, they are even
shorter. These parents are usually quite
young, quite capable of having additional
children ance they are released and quite
capable of abusing them again. Those
abused children grow into abusive par-
ents, injure their children, and you have
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that whole cycle going around again. You
certainly haven’t cured the disease—what
you've cured is your need for retribution.

The rather sad fact is that we are very
adept in identifying these cases, and we're
rather adept in getting the cases into
court, The judge is left with three alterna-
tives (other than jailing the abusive par
ent). He can terminate parental rights, he
can return the chlld to the home under
court supervision or he can plice the
child in a foster home. The last two
options assume that there is treatment
out there somewhere. The idea i5 that the
court can convene in six months and the
judge can say to the social worker, “How
are we coming along?” And the social
worker can say, ‘“‘The mother and father
have been in treatment and they have
shown excellent progress. We suggest that
the child be returned and the family
reunited.”

In most cases, in most communlties,
and at most times, there is no treatment
available. That’s not to say that there
aren't treatment programs available, it’s
just to say that we’re not utilizing them.
Programs have been developed and some
of them are very effective. We have crisis
nurseries, lay therapy programs, Parents
Anonymous and Families Anonymous
proBtams. There are therapeutic play
schools, residential treatment facilities,
foster grandparents and group psycho-
therapy. We don’t even use the services
that we do have available—health, mental
health, Red Cross, schools, ‘Head Start,
hospitais and so on.

There is also a {remendous amount of
territorial imperative. “1t’s my program,
it belongs to me. 'm not going to farm
the treatment out to anybady else.”

So, rule number 1: Every ease of child
abuse is a potential terminal case.

Rule number 2: When there is doubt,
resolve that doubt in favor of the child.

Rule number 3: In almost all cases in
which a child is abused, there's a very
good chance that he's going to grow into
adulthood u#s a potential gbusing parent.

Rule number 4: If you want a cure
and not retribution, then you want ther
apy rather than a short stay in the
slammer.

And rule number 5: Probably in no
olher arey are you going to run into as
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much territorial imperative as you do i
child abuse and negleet.

Now some of you have probably been
wondering about this chair to the left
here, That's my visual effect. ] cail it “My
spokesman for children who can’t speak
for themselves, the defender of children’s
rights™ and, if you’ll excuse the play on
words, “the seat of justice.” You’re say-
ing that there is no one sitting in the
chair, right? That's right.

Bringing the expertise of the medical
profession to the problem of child abuse
and neglect was Barton Schmitt with the
Unlversity of Colorado Medical Center in
Denver. Dr. Schmitt described methods
of detecting child abuse and preferred
methods of dealing with abuse problems.

I'm going to run quickly through some
things that have to do with the full
spectrum of child abuse and neglect
because it certainly has changed over the
years. Fifteen or 20 years ago we were
wortied about the child with 10 fractures
and subdural hematomas, but now we
also worry about a lot more children who
have suffered less abuse and have not yet
sustained a major injury.

For example, there is medical care
neglect where a child does not receive
necessary medical care, There is nutrition-
al neglect—very young, dependent babies
who do not receive enough food and
become malnourished. There i5 sexual
abuse, such as incest, molestation, expo-
sure, ete. Safety neglect occurs when very
young children are injured as a result of
being left alone at home or are allowed to
roam around the neighborhood alope.
Emotional abuse is a sticky issue but,
obviously when 4 parent is grossly psy-
chotie or suicidal, the children should not
be left in the home. Educational neglect
refers to repeated fajlure 1o send 2 child
to school.

The question is always asked," Aren’t
parents allowed to punish their kids
anymore?” 1 think 90 percent of children
in this countty are reared with a good
amount of physical punishment, and
we're not going to outlaw that. [t doesn’t
leave bruises. Less than 5 percent of
American children ever end up with a
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bruise from a parent and most have it
happen only once—when the parent loses
control.

When does it become physical abuse?
When do we have to make sure this
family gets some counseling so that the
child doesn't get reinjured: With 20
bruises? A rupturéed eardrum? Or a de-
tached retina? With 2 young child, under
a year, there should be no bruises; with
an older child, no more than two bruises
and not on more than one occasion.
Repeated bruising should be worrisome
and should be eyaluated. Bruises about
the head and face is certainly serious at
asny age.

You have to be able to decipher what
a bruise means. In many ways, the bruises
speak for the child who can’t speak for
himself. For example, a loop mark on &
child’s back, caused by a doubled-over
cord he has been hit with, is clearly
reccgnizeable, So is a coat hanger bruise.
Grab marks are oval-shaped bruises. When
@ child is grabbed very hard it usually
leaves a red mark that goes away in 30
minutes. But if the child is squeezed very
hard and shaken, it can leave bruise
marks.

In the process of trying to keep a baby
from crying, the obvious thing is to feed
the child more. Sometimes the bottle is
jammed into the baby's mouth and the
mouth i3 bruised—sometimes the upper
lip is torn loose. Bruises in that area, in
that age group, usually mean that some-
body {ried to silence the child. We have
found cord marks about the ankles indi-
cating that the child was tied to a bed
while the parents were out. If they had
been applied long enough, the child could
have ended up with gangrene, amputation
and who knows what else.

Of children whg have subdural hema-
tomas~blood clots on the brain that
cause great pressure and damage—over
half of them don’t have any associated
fractures of the skull, no bruises and no
swelling. They result from taking a young
child by the arms of shoulders and
shaking him back and forth violently. His
head bobs about and the veins on the
surface of the brain start tearing and
blood clots form.

The key thing that radiology has
helped with in the child abuse area—and
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ali these children get total body x-rays—is
the chip fracture. When o little triangle of
bone is torn off on the arm or leg, it’s
from grabbing a child by the arms or legs
and giving him a resl wrenching, twisting,
jerking motion,

So much for diagnostic aspects. 1 want
to make some brief comments about
what happens to these children in @
hospital setting. Children who are seen in
hospitals and have injuries that suggest
child abuse or neglect usvally are admit-
ted. Although the child uswvally doesn’t
need to be admitted for medical reasons,
he could 2o home and suffer a much
graver injuty the same evening.

Obviously, we treat the physical prob-
fems as needed. The parents are very
conscious of what we're doing, and they
need a lot of communication regarding
their child’s physical problems. We try
very early to get a detailed history from
the parents because if they get an inkling
that we are going to pursue a child abuse
diagnosis, they’ll go home and work ona
better story--so there won’t be any dis-
crepancies between the two parents.

What do we tell the parents? We don't
tty to deceive them about what’s really
happening. We explain that although they
have given us an account of their child’s
injuries, it couldn't have happened that
way—that the only way these injuries
could have happened is that some human
being caused them and’that person ob-
viously needs a lot of help. We teli them
that we are required by state law to
report the incident to the child protec-
tion agency.

We also.find that abopt 20 percent of
the siblings have an injury, too, so it's
worth seeing them. Over time, about 50
percent of the siblings are also injured by
caretakers.

We report the case officially by phone.
Then we send in o written medical stote-
ient that can be used by the protective
service agency. We have a social worker in
the Nospital involved on our team. She is
needed to do family evaluation and to
make a decision #s to whether we need o
psychatrist in the case. Ten to 20 percent
of these cases require z psychiotrist to
determine whether the family is treatable
or invurable.

Sometimes the socal worker lus Lo get
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involved in crisis therapy. The parents are
often very depressed when they come in.
The physicians don't have time to sit
down with them for two hours and ¢an
usully only tell them what is happening
to the child medieally. Sometimes he
threatens to take his child out of the
hospital. At that point we tell the parents
that that would result in s kidnapping
charge. We tell them that if they cooper-
ate things will go well, but if they do
something like that, they’ll be dealing
with the police.

Then we have a dispositional confer-
ence and that's where we poo! our diag-
nostic information. After everyone—
physician, social worker, child welfare
worker—has completed his or her evalua-
tion, we meet and wofk on the premise
that we're dealing with a decision that
could, if we make an error, result in the
death of a child. So we pool our informa-
tion. We check each other to make sure
we haven’t overlooked something. The
chances of error go down when you've
got several people involved in making a
decision about what is best for a given
child and for his or her Family.

A couple of final comments on why 1
think we all pneed to be very much
involved in this problem and jn working
hard at changing the system currently in
effect in many parts of the country. [f
you look at some of the studies on
tomorrow’s juventle delinquents or hard-
core criminals, if we want to address
ourselves to violence in this country.
we've got to look at this problem and try
to change our response to it.

Of the children who uare abused, at
least half of them azre reinjured if there is
no intervention. Qf the overall group. 10
to 20 percent of the time the second
injuty js a major one thot leaves a lifelong
handicop—and some of them die. The
death rate for children abused a second
time gous up to gbout 10 percent. A child
under six ntonths of vge. who hus a major
injury the first time and i sent home
without a lot of therapy being provided.
has ¢ 50 percent chonee of being killed.

Both the childrett who are physically
reinjured. and those wlio ure not. live in
fear., | am tolking about the school-age
child who doesn’t go home trom school.
the preschooler who pleads with his
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teacher to take him home, the young
child who cowers in corners at hame and
listens to footsteps, hoping it’s not his
father coming home. There is a look of
terror in these children’s eyes.

These children deserve a concentrated
effort on our part to counteract the
distress and anguish under which they
live. | hope your presence here today
means that you and your states are
committed to a long-term, meaningful
pro2lam to deal with child abuse und
neglect.

Wrapping up the second day was Pat
Beezley, assistant director of the National
Center for the Protection and Treatment
of Child Abuse and Neglect in Denver. A
social worker, Ms, Beezley discussed
treatment modalities for dealing with the
problems of child abuse and neglect.

Today, as I talk about child abuse, I’m
not talking about a specific psychiatric
disorder. Rather, I'm talking about a
distorted, disordered pattern of chijld
rearing that is an extreme. 1t’s at the far
end of a continuum of something that is
socially acceptable in our society—that is,
the use of physical discipline with our
children. The use of violence or force to
bring about conformity to a set of stan-
dards is very acceptable in our society.
We use it with other countries, we use it
with criminals, we use it with our chil-
dren; and, only fairly recently, have we as
a group begun to question it.

Child abuse happens with all races, all
¢lusses.and all religions. We don’t like to
believe that. We like to believe that we're
an exception—that middle-class people or
Whites or Blacks or Jews or Chicanos are
exceptions. They're not. We do see more
in lower socioeconomic classes because
poverty is a stress. There is no way out
for poor people. Wealthier people send
their kids to suinmer camp; they buy an
airplane ticket and ship them off to
relatives for a month when they’re under
stress. Poor people very often can't afford
sitters, and they can’t afford vacations.
Also, they tend to show up at public
hospitals so that their detection rate is, of
course, going to be higher.

| do want to stress, however. that
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alleviating poverty is not going to cure
child abuse because we are talking about
u stylized, repetitive pattern. It would
relieve some of the stress, but it would
not change the basic practice of disci-
pline.

There is & small group of abusive
parents {we guess around 10 to 20 per-
cent) who are psychotic, schizophtenic or
have long histories of alcoholism or drug
addiction. Their attachment to a particu-
lar child Is so distoried that it just cannot
be changed. For that small group of
people, we believe that they deserve
treatment in their own right, but not
around the relationship with the child.
We frequently recommend that the child
be placed, that relinquishment or termi-
nationt be sought and that the parents get
treatment for themselves.

We are beginning to find another
group of parents that are untreatable,
They are in families where we find a very
serious neglect comporent as well as
abuse. We can sometimes stop the abuse
but some of the neglect continues no
matter what we do.

We're frequently asked. *“Who batters
children the most, men oy women?” It
doesn’t seem to make a lot of difference
because both parents are always involved
in one of two ways. One is usually the
attacker. The other one either knows it is
going on and passively does nothing to
stop it, or activeiy sets it up to happen.
That parent never lays @ hand on the
child, but complains so much, and Bets
the spouse so upset that the spouse then
does the attacking.

The first task for all of us, when it
comes to helping in this field, is to deal
with our own attitudes—and that’s a very
diificult thing to do. | think the first
stage that most of us go through is one of
denial and disbelief. We often see this in
people who are new to the field—our
interns, qur residents and social work
students at the hospital. They are #lways
sure that there’s an explanation. that the
injury was an accident of some sort.

After that, there is a stage of unger. We
are just filled with rage that such a thing
could happen. If I go into a ward and see
a c¢hild, wrapped in bandages and in
traction. and then have to leave thut ward
and walk into another room to tylk to the
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parents, I can still get very angry. So |
don’t do it. I avoid that hospital ward and
I avoid seeing that child if I think it’s
going to prevent my being available to
the parents.

If we can pet psst those two things,
then we can be of help. For myself, the
thing that probably helped most was
trying to understand why these parents
are the way they are. They are not so
much abusive parents as they are chil-
dren—grown up—who were abused and
neglected in their early years. I'd like to
backtrack for a few minutes and Eo
through the development of an abusive
parent.

These parents, when they were chil-
dren, felt very neglected and deprived;
they had very little of that nurturing or
mothering that most of us have. They
grew up knowing that, if it came to a
choice, their Patents would put their own
interests first. What does that contribute
tc? A feeling of being worthless and
unimportant.

Second, they grew up with parents
who had very high expectations for them.
They expected prompt obedience, and
they expected everything to be perfect.
They also expected the child to take care
of them. We've seen children 3 and 4 years
old, bringing toast and juice and slippers
to parents ip the morning. It is 2 kind of
role reversal that has taken place very
early,

Third, these parents have no other
reasonably good models in their early life.
When you and | think back, it was not
only our parents who were there for us,
there was a favorite aunt, a good neighbor
or a s5chool teacher who really cared.
These kids, for the most part, do not have
that, The reason is that their parents can't
tolerate it. They are so jealous when their
child cares about anyone pjse that they
prevent it.

Finally, these parents, as kids, grew up
with a lot of physical abuse. It’s not
always true. Once In a while you will find
an abuslve parent who wasn’t abused
himself, but that is rare. You often find
that these parents are not aware that they
were abused—they consider their own
abuse appropriate discipline because they
had misbehaved.

With that kind of idea about their
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childhood, we can expect hell when they
reach adeolescence—and that’s what hap-
pens. What you've got is an adolescent
who has nothing going for him. So, what
frequently happens is they hook up with
the first Buy or 2al they meet who looks
the least bit appealing. They marry very
young and they have incredible expecta-
tions. They hope that their new spouse is
going to meet all their needs and make up
to them for all the deprivation they have
had. And when it doesn’t work, they get
disappointed.

So, as that marriage disappoints them,
they turn to a baby as the ultimate
solution. Most pregnancies in abusive
families are ptanned. It’s not $o true with
neglect, but it’s very true of abuse.
Abortion is not, therefore, the answer
because these people want their chil-
dren—but they want them in order to
satisfy their own needs.

At the time of birth many things can
go wrong. The child can be of the wrong
sex, for example, or the baby can be
premature. Sometimes, the baby just cries
and fusses 2 lot. I've seen young mothers
shcke their babies in the nursery at a very
early stage when the baby is screaming,
and they say, "Look, he’s already mad at
me; he already knows that I’m not going
to be a good mother.”

Very often, abusive parents have very
poor marital relationships and, very fre-
quently, a poor sexual relationship as
well. These parents get very ljttle pleasure
out of life. They have often never been to
a party or a movie. By the time the
children are 3 or so, many of these same
characteristics can be geen. They ako
don’t know how to have fun. We put
them into the play room and they just
stand there and, often there is a kind of
depression about them. Others are still
fighting. These children haven't retreated
yet; they still have some faith that they
can change things and are not afraid to
protest, even though it gets them into
trouble. -

Our main goal in working with parents
is to stop the physical abuse. We all have
many other kinds of goals for parents,
but if we're going to treat them around
child abuse, that has to be our primary
goal. To get o that, however, there are
many other substeps that we have to go
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through, It means helping o parent feel
better about himself, helping him fo use
lifelines, to develop a sense of trnst and
to have some faith in other people and in
himseif, It also means creating tor him
some pleasurable kinds of experiences, in
groups or as an individual, so that he can
start having some fun and allow his child
to have fun also. These ure hard steps and
they take a long time.

Treatment for child abusers is not
St. n or nine months, it's yeurs. We never
close a case at the center. We continue
with our families on a never-ending basis.
That doesn’t mean we see them every
week because we couldn’t do that. [t
means that we say to them, “Whea you
find yourself in crisis again, don't wait—
come back.” That is the kind of availabil-
ity that has to be provided. Onpe of the
reasons that child welfare departments
have so many difficulties is because, with
their caseloads, they need to close cuses
and move on, The only way a parent can
get hack into the system is to create
another crisis.

In terms of treatment. there are two
things to keep in mind. You have to have
the right people doingit, and you have to
have the right type of modality. In terms
of the people, we look for people who
have basically good backgrounds them-
selves; people who have a lot to give.
They need to be people who can tolerate
the dependency of others because that's
what is going to happen, Whether you're
an analyst or a paraprofessional. you’re
going to become ua parent figure to these
people.

We look for employees who are willing
to be available, who give out home phone
numbers and who will work on a week-
end if need be, They must be very
cautious about giving advice and slow
with criticism. And they must be willing
to wait for change in small steps. If you
expect overnight cures, this is not the
kind of work for vou.

In terms of modalities. I'd like to Bive
you an overview of some of the things
we've tried at the center, We don’t believe
they are the only modalities for child
abuse, but they are things that work for
us und that other plaves around the
vountry are beginning to try.

First of ull, we believe very strongly in
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what we call & “lay therapy program,”
This is a program of paraprofessionals
who are very carefully screened and
irained to be mothering figures and
friends to abusive parents. They do most
of their work in the parents’ home, and
they are available on cali. They spend a
lot of time with families initially, up to
10 hours a week when the case is new. In
our ¥ears with lay therupists. only once
have we had a child get a serious reinjury
when there was a lay therapist involved
with the family.

Second, as a sort of a buckup service,
there Is what we call a “crisis nursery.”
This is a dropoff facility—~open 24 hours a
day every day of the year—where parents
under stress can Jeave their children with
very few questions asked. When we start-
ed out, we used 2 lot of volunteers and a
lot of college students. With experience
our wisdom has increased and we now
realize that these children are very dis-
turbed and they need very good care.
You can’t use volunteers who know
nothing about child development and
expect good things to happen. You can
supplement the staff with coflege-level
people and volunieers, but you've got {o
have somebody on every shift who knows
what to do with these kids.

Another type of treatment that has
worked very well across the country Is
Parents Anonymous. These groups are
vsuzlly started by parents and under
ptofessional sponsorship. We also beljeve
there is a place for more traditional group
psychotherapy. Some of our purents are
not so afraid of authority figures and
don’t need the “anonymous" connota-
tions,

For a long iime we neglected the needs
of the children and dire¢ted most of our
treatment toward parents. Now we have
play therapy programs and therapeutic
play schools for chiidren. Just like we
don’t close the case on the parent. we
don’t close the case on the c¢hild, There
was one child that had been in treatment
10 months before his mother pulled him
out. A therapist tried very hard to under-
stand the reason for this. but the mother
wouldn't bring him back. Nine months
later she asked If she could Lring him
buck again and, without any yed tape. we
stavted the same week., That kind of
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avaitability needs to be provided for the
children as well as for the parents.

The last kind of treatment 1 want to
mention here today is very experimental
and, at this peint, I'm not advocating
it—that is, residential family care. For a
long time we've been saddened by what
we see happening In families when chil-
dren are put into foster care, Recently,
we've begun taking whole family units
into the center 4s an alternative to foster
care. There have been headaches! We
were not prepared fsr .he chaos and
disorganization that . rre.tes. But we're
very hopeful because it 1s an opportunity
to get in there and move things much
more quickly. Of course this is a selected
group of people—parents who are moti-
vated to put up with the difficulties of
group living in order to have theit chil-
dren with them. In the next couple of
years we hope to have a lot more to say
about this.

Finally, I'd like to share with you
some of the reasons things are not hap-
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pening., There are lay therapy programs,
crlsis nurseries and 50 forth being started
across the country, but in many places
nothing is happening. | believe that when
it comes right down to it, it’s not just
money, It’s what Brian [Fraser] referred
to as “territorial imperative’’—the diffi-
culty that disciplines have in working
together, Social workers have for a long
time claimed child abuse as their specialty
and that just can’t happen. The multi
disciplinary approach is the only way to
go.

If we work together, we can do a lot
of things. For me, personally, sometimes
the business of working together, getting
financing and working on administrative
problems is more difficult than working
with abusive parents. As depressing as it
seems, in terms of what these parents are
like, you do see a cliange and it is
hopeful. And that’s the thought { would
like to leave you with today—there really
is hope.
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li. Day Care Issues

The third day of the conferances was
devoted to day care issues thet are of
currant concern in the states and in
Washington. Sam Granato, former
director of the Day Care Services Division
of the Office of Child Develapment {now
director of Alaska's division of social
sorviges) commented on the inadequacies
of existing licensing practices and on
passible means of dealing with them.

As many of you may know, I have
been on special assignment during the
past two and one-half years in Vermont
and Oregon working with state children's
agencies. During that period | was fortuy
nate to participate in some of the valu-
able work done by ECS and, thus, keep in
touch with the realities of what has been
happening elsewhere in the nation.

As aresult, ] have come to believe that
there are five key tasks in day care with
which we should concern ourselves during
the next iwo years:
® To ensure that federal standards
(FIDCR} are appropriately drawn and
defensible, in scientific terms, as minj-
mums to achieve developmental goals.
® To increase managemicnt capabilities
and to ensure tlial our practices are
geared to making the best usc of limited
funds.
® To improve our capabilities and tech-
nigucs for self-assessment at the day care
facility level.
® To either abandon regulation of day
care services of to stiengthen present
licensing systems so that an adequate job
can be done,
® To build throughout the nation neigh-
borhood day care service systecms thal
include family day care homes.

Recently, two significant events give
us Tocus: the passage of Title XX of the
Social Security Act (Lhe Social Services
Amecndments of 1974) and the HEW

audit of child care in nine states that was

reported on late in 1974,

By requiring in Title XX that thc 1968
version of FIDCR be mazintained in force
until 1977, it seems that Congress. in
principle, supporis a concept of day care
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services that is developmental in pature.
At issue, however, is the appropriateness
of the particular standards embodied in
FIDCR. Accordingly, Congress has re-
quired that the Secretary of Health,
Education and Welfare conduct an evaly-
ation to determine their appropriateness
and to report his findings fo Congress in
1977.

The Office of Child Development,
anticipating the need (o examine the
viability of FIDCR standards, now has
begun a major research study aimed at
determining In scientific terms: the
effects of different child/staff ratios on
the behavior and development of children
in day care and the effects of different
levels of caregiver professionalism and
performance as they affect the develop-
ment of children in care. The interrela-
tionship of these two factors, which
highly influence personnel costs, will also
be examined. The study will include care
in day care centers and family day care
homes. [t is expected to be concluded in
1977 and will provide significant informa-
tion for the report 1o Cong&ress.

Meanwhile, the DHEW audit has pro-
vided us with more than enough to do
before 1977. According to the audit, our
track record is not good. In the nine
states examincd, it was found that the
provisions of federal, state and local
requirements were generally not met. To
be specific, of 607 day care facilities
reviewed, 432 (40 percent) did not meet
the required child/staff ratios; of 5§52
facilities reviewed, 425 (77 percent) did
not meet basic health and safety require-
ments. As a result of these findings, SRS
{Social Rehabilitation Services, HEW] is
planning to undertake a major review of
state activities in day care to identify
specific areas of noncompliance and to
assist states in meeting requirements.

States, with the help of SRS, must
begin to establish and implement reliable
sysiems for ensuting that required stan-
dards are met and maintained at the day
care facility level, for providing the train-
ing and technical assistance necessary to
accomplish that goal, and for ensuring
1hat muximum uvse is mide of the funds
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available. Such activity is now under way
in HEW Region X (Alaska, Washington,
Oregon and Idaho) where the federal
government, the states and day care
operators are working cooperatively to
assess their activities, to identify specific
problems to be resolved and to develop
plans for improvement.

If we are to regulate effectively, licens-
ing staffs must be increased, training of
licensors must be continuwous, new iech-
niques must be developed and implement-
ed, and -port must be forthcoming
when leg. action [s required. More
should be done to increase public aware-
ness and public support of licensing and
more should be done to help parents
evaluate potential day care arrangements
befere placing their children—and to re-
port to the Jicensing agéncy any situation
they belizve to be below standard. Public-
ally financed day care programs should
provide for incentive paymenfs as a
means ©f encouraging improvements.
And, training and technical assistance
should be extended to gl day care opera-
tions willing to engage in a program of
self-assessment and gquality improvement.

Lastly, | believe that it is vssential that
we begin to establish, on a neighborhood
basis throughout the nation, systems of
day care that include homes as well as
centers. We can no longer allow the myth
to continue that developmental goals can
be achieved only through center arrange-
ments. Family day care is not only an
appropriate, hut often & desirable vehicle
for achieving development of childrer.
This has been demonstrated repeatedly in
the experience of many of us and it was
recently reinforced in a special demon-
stration project sponsored by OCD.

The project sites studied were in
Oregon, Wisconsin, Montana, Oklahoma,
Alabama and Pennsylvaniz. | commend to
your review the report of this project
(DHEW Publication No. OHD 75-1074,
Final Report on Family Home Day Care
Systems Demonstration Project) and an
additional document that describes the
value of such systems, A Family Day Care
Study (Child Care Resource Center: Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts). The latter docu-
ment provides a great deal of useful
information about the experience of nine
neighborhood systems in the state.
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Neighberhood-based day care systems
should, 1 believe, be the base on which we
build improved and expanded services.
They provide a means for simplifying for
parents the identification of good day
care resources and they provide the op-
portunity for assisting parents in selecting
a plan that makes sense for their child
without being bounced from agency to
agency. They provide a vehicle for
planned self-assessment and for focusing
ongoing training and technical assistance.
And they provide a means for elevating
the status of caregivers to a level in
keeping with their duties and responsi-
bilities. They also provide @ means for
improved funds management and, finally,
they provide a vehicle for improved regu-
lation.

This, then, is where 1 believe we
should be putting our emphasis in the
years to come. [t we succeed, then we
will have a foundation on which day care
services in the npation can be expanded
and improved.

Rolland Gerhart Jr., director of the
Vermont Office of Child Development,
discussed the practical requirements of 2
good day care licensing system.

We are here to examine the practical
problems of delivering services to young
children and their families. Day care
licensing not only has its problems--in
administration, implementation and poli-
tics—but it is often considered a problem
itself, one of the more formidable prob-
lems in the way pf offering services to
chiidren and their {families.

Like so many other people in the area
of day care licensing, I have had the
opportunity to participate in both the
implementation of licensing as a licenser
and the administration of licensing as an
executive. During these several years, 1
have learned about the public frustration
with licensing as well as the internal
frustration within licensing. Although |
am sure I have not had to wrestle with all
the questions there are about licensing
and certainly feel I do not have all the
answeis, | do have some suggestions to
humbly offer toward solving some licens-
ing problems.
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A good, viable licensing law is essential
to building popular public support, and
operational equity and honesty. But the
bigger law is not necessarily the better
law. Neither is a clear law or a vague law
necessarily the better law. The betterlaw
is the document that articulates the
state's conscience and wilt toward regulat-
ing day care services with realistic inten-
tions to use its resources and regulatory
powers. Laws that mean whar they say
and say what they mean have the best
chance of being understood, supported,
implemented and enforced.

I um told that some state day care
licensing laws are somewhere between the
“Impossible Dream™ and “Mission Impos-
sible.” Some states have to labor because
of their law and some states labor against
the pressure of the awkwardness of their
law. A good law is one you can comfort-
ably and confidently work with.

Regulations or requirements are a
more popular area of confrontation and
confusion than the law simply because
there are more of them all the time. Not
only is the number of regulations amaz-
ing—emphasis on maze—but the interpre-
tive materdal or apology surrounding
them is, at times, something to behold.

Some repulations have whole sym-
phony scores of footnotes following. or
the “satisfactory compliance™ schemes
attending are so directive or imaginative
that one could wonder if regulations or
requirements might someday becomne an
art form or a new type of poetry. I am
sure we alt can think of many reasons
why a regulation needs to be, but simplic-
ity -born of the recognition that they are
designed to educate, protect and serve the
public-should be as big a consideration
in regulation writing as the legal regula-
tory intent. Regulations that need contin-
ual apology or explanation can drain the
resources of the lcensing agency even
before their regulatory efficacy begins.

To have a good Fome and a legitimate
status is important to a state's licensing
administration. The hierarchical system in
which licensing resides is an important
factor in what kind of licensing you wijll
have. How far up or down the ladder of
power or prestige your licensing adminis-
tration is located may propose. if not
lock in. i1s success or failure and deter-
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mine il it’s for real or window dressing.
Since licensing can be a political headache
and irritant—because it 50 often involves
the confrontation of the will of the state
and the behavior of a citizen—every lis
censing question should not become 2z
political crisis for the governor. Too high
@n executive niche for the licensing ad-
ministration c¢an provide its own prob-
lems due to overexposure to politics and
the ultraprecarious sensitivity that high
public office has. On the other hand,
licensing has too often suffered as a
stepchild of questionable value and legiti-
mnacy, attached by default or historical
accident to somne division of sonie state
agency.

Often, licensing has been placed in-
compatibly within social wellare place-
ment agencies or within the same division
of government that operates or purchases
licensed day care. These two misplace-
ments are serious conflicts of jnterest.
Licensing administrations must have posi-
tions of power. respectable and viable
enough to meet the intent of the law. In
line departments or agencies. licensing
should have 4 direct line to the commis-
sionér. as does plucement. protective and
social services.

Now, once having taken care of the
political, textual and administrative prob-
fems. what do we do? Hew do we
efficiently, effectively and pleasantly get
the licensing job done? The answer is
through clearly defined work systems and
divisions of labor. There are few myster-
ies. il any. to work: success in licensing
requires work. policies. plans. procedures,
materials and personnel.

Whatever your system might be, it
eventually stands or falls on its personnel.
Manpower is a big question. Licensing
needs manpower or. if you prefer. person
power to succeed. A realistic quantifying
of the job in terms of job duties. responsi-
bilities and numbers is a critical factor.
Some licensing offices are like Cadillacs
or Lincoins tunning on Honda motor-
cycle engies. A model day care licensing
unit cannot be built pn promises. spirits
or fantasies—it needs bodies. live workers.
Staff inservice training is an inescapable
necessity since o regulatory orientation is
not usuutly brought to the job by new
cmplovees.




Systems that control the flow of work,
manage deadlines, expiration dates and
serve the licenser are demanded if licens
ing is to succeed. Licensers are more
often equal victims with applicants and
licensees to deadlines, expiration dates
and paper work, Control systems that
nianage the work not the worker, can be
instituted. A good management system
requires of itself that a licenser do a level
of work above clerking, typing, paper
pushing and calendar watching. Rather
the lcenser works as a trained observer,
evaluator, assessor, negotiator and docu-
mentor.

Where day care licensing is dependent
on other divisions of government, such as
fire prevention, public health, environ-
mente] protection or certification—or
whatever else—the day care licensing ad-
ministration must have leadership and
coordination authority if not integrating
duthority.

Gwen Morgan’s recent article about
day care licensing is too true.! Licensing
is the great chase to somewhere and often
to nowhere. The one-strop licensing shop
is a possibility us well as a model. The
shingle ought 10 say “Licenses” not
“Travel Bureaw™ with “Start here for
your semignided safari into the wonderful
world of state bureaucracy.”

States with strong leadership can #c-
commodate the turf problems of strong
historic agencies and succeed in making a
straight line between start and finish in
the pursuit of & day cure license. There is
a way to get it all together and live
hup pily ever after.

Last, licensing can be helped along and
strengthened by offering technicul assis-
tance and consallalion to licensees and
applicants to meel licensing requirements
and  quality stundards. Much  desired
movement toward compliance and better
quality day care resulls from assistance
ralher than enforcement. Licensing and
consultation arc difficult to put together
without diluting your regulutory base,
but it ¢an be done and i being done. A
model day care licensing system has

1Gwen Morgan, *Day Care Licensing—it’s
fime to Change the Rules on Regula-
tions,” Day Care and Early Childhood,
Sept. 1974,
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in-house resources to help the operator
succeed.

I puess if this presentation was a TV
show, it would be time for a commercial
or the words of the sponsor. Who is our
sponsor—for whom do we work? Day
care Hcensing is not the sponsor of
children, families or itself—a model day
care licensing program works for and on
behalf of chlidren and amilies. Aslong as
we keep this in mind, we'll all have our
show.

Gwen Morgan, special consuitant for the
Massachusetts Office for Children,
discussed the distinctions between
minimum licensing standards for ¢child
care and standards that assure quality
child gare programs. She also described
the ways in which quality may be
promoted and the necessity of organizing
them into rational public policy.

For yeurs, child advocates have been
pushing for more day care. Concern has
been expressed over the well-known sta-
tistics showing the enormous gap between
the number of children of working moth-
ers and the number of children in licensed
day care programs. Yet all along, the day
care advocates have been expressing an
equal concern over quality. The press for
more services must not result in 2 sacri-
fice of the quality children need. We have
very solid scientific evidence that poor
programs can do serious harm.

The states have many ways of encour-
aging or requiring quality. Some of these
ways are appropriate for a basic level of
quality that protecis all children in child
care, others are appropriate for assuring a
higher level of quality. All rest on a base
of public support. States need to think
tlirough each of these various wuys and
miake some clear decisions about where to
place the emphausis in order Lo design a
system that relates them to one another.

Licensing and regulaiion, as ways of
puaranieeing quality, are more important
than the attenlion that has been given
them in public policy making. Public
policy discussions, inclading discussion of
delivery systems, have understated the
importance of this kind of consumer
protection. There was little federal sup-
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port until the recent catalytic studies by
the Office of Child Development. Yet
licensing is our most important preventive
consumer protection program, guarantee-
ing the righis of children and families to
adequate care while protecting the consti-
tutional rights of operators.

Why the lack of usttention to quality
supporl in public policy? There has been,
first of all, confusion in public policy and
failure to distinguish regulatory from
nontegulatory functions {such as child
placement). There has also been failure to
distinguish one type of regulation from
another—for example, licensing resulting
from safety or health repulutions as op-
posed to licensing resulting {rom funding
requirements. In addition {o the confu-
sion, there has heen a lack of interest.

1 believe one reason for this indiffer-
ence probably stems from a basic resis-
‘tance to authority common Lo us all. As
Americans, we inherit a strong strain of
“rugged individualism™ that makes us
uncomfortable with authority. Licensing
staff inhetil U, licensees inhetit it and the
public in general inherits it. Yet, when-
ever any problem arises in pur society, a
typically American response is {o gener-
ate more regulatory law. Thus, while
regulation is a typically American form of
sociat action, our discomfort with author-
ity makes us genemlly hostile to jis
enforcement.

A final reason for our lack of interest
in licensing may be the fact that there are
indeed serious problems in our licensing
programs that need correction.

Licensing is a form of cluss advocacy —
in contrast with case advocacy-—that pro-
tects all children from potetitially harm-
ful conditions. When properly implement-
ed, it is a way of assuring a base line of
quality below which no program may
operate legally. Norris Class, in his classic
booklet published by the Children's Bui-
eau {No. 462)? describes a sound licens-
ing program that heavily involves con-
sumers and operators in setting standards.
A regulatory system of this kind could he

*Norris Class, Licensing of Child Care
Facitities by State Welfare Departments:
A Conceplual Statement, a publieation of
The Children’s Bureau, Report No. 462
{Washington, D.C.: U.8. QGovernment
Printing Office, 1968).

Q 32

RIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

used to gssure rights in much the same
way as civil rights and fair employ ment
legislation have been used.

We need better training of licensing
stafts. the public, and especiatly the
policy makers in the potential benefits of
a2 well-run licensing program. {n many
states, licensing staffs are now beginning
to have greater access, through training
and counsel from atiorney general's of-
fices, to sound regulatory concepts and
procedures. But they will not be able to
take any action based on thieir new
learning |f the policy makers above them
remain indifferent to the potential of
licensing, confused between different
forms pf regulation and unwilling to hold
the line of quality in the face of pressure
for more services.

We need a common terminology and a
common conceptual framework to talk
about regulation #nd other ways of
achieving quality. Mr. Class has attempted
to develop this common framework for
discussion. lmagine a solid line, represent-
ing a “floor™ of qualily —the line drawn
by the state in establishing its licensing
requirements. The requirements, repre-
senting a consensus of different interests,
are grouped at the line. Operaling below
that line would then be outlawed on the
basis that it is harmful. Also at the base
line are health regulation and safety
regulation.

Other methods of regulation establish
other requirements that are above the
base level. High quality standards, for
modej programs, represent a “ceiling’’ of
quality to which we aspire. This line can
be represented by a dotted line. Between
the floor and the :=iling diffetent kinds
of regulation can he represenied. [See
charl, page 26.]

There are other ways of approaching
the question of quality that are not
regulatory. They include consultation,
education of the public, community or-
ganization, training. evaluation &nd infor-
mation centers. These differen: ways—
regulalory and nonregulatory- of ap-
proaching guality can be given <. ¥ferent
emphases, ljnked together in ¥ tzrent
ways. provided by the same or hferent
agencies (or hy the same or dif.2rent
staffs within an agency). But they ~»:d to
lie thought througl, und some 1 :onal
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model programs
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Rate Fiscal Funding
Senting Regulation standards
Administrative
Inspection standards for
and Approval publicly operated
programs
Fire and Safety Sanitation Day Care g:.gitzgui‘sgentwef
Regulation Regulation Licensing requi rements
Floor of Quality

relationship between them needs to be’
established.

In cuch slale. decision makers should
be asking: Should it be done? Who should
do it? What should be combined and
what should be separate? How can it be
¢one with the least overlap and duplica-
tion? How can it be done in the least
amount of time for the operalor? How
can it be done without inhibiting the
arowth of a needed service”

Starting with the bhox in the bottom
right corner {in the chart], we find day
care licensing—the cornerstone of a state’s
regulatory system. lts requirements repre-
sent 4 buse line of Quality below which no
program may legally operate. We ean
argue about where that base line should
be drawn and how close it should be to
the level of qQuality speecified in funding
requirements. but there can be no argu-
ment (hat. where there is licensing. there
is the drawing of a line that represents a
floor of quality, Day care licensing laws
are not the only base line regulatory laws
that apply to child care and day care
licensing requirements are not the only
requirements,

Safery requirements came about be-
cause citizens, concerned with preventing
children from being injured or dying in
fires. demanded legislative action to re-
guire building inspection according to a
minimum code. Health requirements
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came about because citizens, concerned
with preventing the spread of epidemic
diseases, demanded legislative action to
enforce mininium health codes. Zoning
laws camie about because states permit
local communities to engage in land use
planning and control.

To the operator seeking zoning approv-
al. health approval, safety approval and
day care licensing, this base line regula-
tion appears as a system that doesn't
work very well. It is important te under-
stand that they are wrong in their diagno-
sis—it is not a system thar works badly.
The problem is that there is no system,
Instead there are four different major
regulatory interventions, stemming from
four different bureaucracies, crealed by
four different pieces of legislation, in-
spired by four constitucncies with differ-
ing attitudes.

If the states are concerned for the
children not in day care, but who also
need the same health, safety and care
which these programs offer families, steps
must be taken to create a system out of
these reguwlatory actions, and that may
require further legislation in some states.
There is a federal model statute that is a
slart in terms of thinking through what
should be in a licensing bill. In some
states, however, jt may be desirable to
add sections amending health, safety or
other [legislation that may also impacl
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pan day eare and to mandate some
system and some relzlionship between
them.

Regulation through zoning s differcnt
in nature from the other three buse line
types of regulstion since it focuses on
lund cyfhier than on human protection.
Zoning has been misused by local com-
munities 1o inhibit services. In Massachu-
setts, woe huve decided that the licensing
office should not be responsible for en-
forcing zoming ynd that day care should
be exempt from zoming,

To move up o level in the list of
regulations, the one listed above day care
Licensing is inspections and upproval. Fhis
is ¢ term psed by Me Class to indicate
that a different method of regudation is
used when a public agency operites a
program sinve licensing, by definition, is
regulation of the private sector, If ¢hil-
dren are to receive equal protection. the
pubbie agency should provide service ut
least equal In quality to services provided
in the private sector. Conceivably. the
public apency might feel a responsibility
to provide a higher level of quality than
that required through licensing, which iy
my reason for placing that box at « higher
level than livensing,

Fiscal regulation has to do with assur-
ing that standards appropriate for the
expenditore of public funds ure met.
Head Start puwidelines and performunce
standards are examples of this type of
regulation. The Federal Interagency Day
Care Requireinents (FIDCR) are funding
standards. I believe they should represent
a higher level of quality than hase line
licensing  requirements.  Government.
when it purchases child care, should
specify a level of quality desirable for the
achievement of the program goals rather
than only the base line qualily necessary
for the prevenlion of predictuble harm.

We have vel to develop an effective
nionitoring system. The federal audit of
day care in nine stales by HEW is a good
example of the difficulty in anditing
quulity from the fedesal level. The audit
makes assumptions about safety and
health regulations that could be chal-
lenged gnd it does not draw altention to
the problems that local day care programs
fuced during that perfod of constanlly
shifting federal gouls and pressures to
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implement new, as yet wmot adopted,
reguithalions for eligibility.

Quality monitoring is a type of regula-
tion that needs furiher discussion and
woik. The state muy be the appropriale
level from which to develop a strong
system for monitoring program quality. N
is very important to find ways to reduce
the pumber of people inspeeting and
monitoring the same program. For this
reason. some experimenting with the use
of gtute livensing stafl' for monitoring a
number of programs on behalf of federal
agencies has been suggested. This is an
entirely different function than licensing
and would require good training for staff
to perform the two functions witliout
confusion.

The other side of the coin of standard
setting in fiscal regulation, is rgre setring.
Rate setting as a form of regulation needs
to be hased on funding standards and the
actual costs of meeting them. Massachu-
setts has developed a2 workable method of
computing center rates based on costs
refated 10 standards and is now working
on a rate for family day care services.

Credentialing has to do with staff.
There are many issues to be addressed in
any discussion of credentialing. Would we
need livensing if we had good credential-
ing? Who would be credentialed? The
federa! Office of Child Development is
woiking on a competency-based creden-
tial for a caregiver; others have suggested
credentialing directors. Texas has 2 recent
Lyw requiring the credentialing of dire. -
tors of residential programs. As public
schools extend their programs lor special-
necds chitdren down to age 3, it is likely
that #n early childhood credential will
develop in wuny miore states for work
with young children in schoaols. Assess-
ment of competency still raises many
unresolved issues, and nol much as yet
has been done to resolve them.

Accreditation is 8 way of setting some
goul standards for model Programs. One
model of aeereditation is voluntary, with
standards established by peers. und some
way of providing consultation leading to
3 seal of approval. This could be done
entirely in the private sector; it could be
publicly funded in the private sector; or it
could be a slate or ¢ity program. Chief
among many issues is the difficulty of




agreeing on what constitutes tigh quality.
it is worth pursuing, however, hecause
recognition of quality programs makes
elear the distinction between minimum
licensing requirements and standards fot
quality. Operators would not wave their
licenses on high as if they were a banner
of quulity rather than permission to
operate- if there were a system (hat
eslablished an actual banner of quality
thit they could choose to seek.

All of these ways of achieving quality
need planning and a rational system into
which they fit together coherently. To
fovus for a moment on the most basic
and, in spite of all the difficulties, the
inost imnportant -day care licensing-1 be-
lieve that effeciive and helpful licensing is
an attainable goal for states. {t may take
some additional staff in those states that
have had a mythical livensing program in
the puasl. but the increase will be modest
and will not accelerate in any drastic way.
There will need to be better staff develop-
meni programs for licensing workers.
Federal support for this training and
more Federal support for licensing gener-
“ally would bring some help to the day
cilre scene,

It is time for licensing to be given the
attention it desetves in public policy. |
would press tor the same priotity for
preventive class advocacy for children as
is now being given to case advocaey. If
stiates cannot develop a cotnmitment to
progrim qualily, our programs will con-
sistently fail 1o achieve their gouls. W
will perpetuate our past patterns of low
quality services that endanger chifdren,
waste funds and have services whose
negalive conscquences  ouwtweigh  their
positive value,

The futlure suceess of our duy care and
other social programs depends upon a
commitment at high levels to .egulation
in its vurious torms and a conveptual
understanding of how to put this commit-
inend inlo aciion.

Mancy Travis, director of the
Southeastern Regional Office of the Day
Care and Child Development Council of
America, Atlanta, Georgia, completed the
session on day care issues by discussing
the variations in the delivery of child care
services.
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To fill in what was said this morning in
relation to alternatives, we use a lol of
terms interchangeably. We talk about
child development programs, child care,
day care, early childhood programs, and I
think this must be quite confusing to the
layperson or to the tegistator who is being
asked to appropriate money for these
vurious kinds of things.

I believe we need to be thinking muck
more broadly than the full-day program.
We need that in certain instances, but
there is a real need for the half-day
program (like Hexzd Start), for some of
the early education programs in schools,
for some of the outreach programs like
we're doing in rural Georgiu—where we go
into the homes of parents of very young
children and work with them toward
being better teachers of their own chil-
dren.

The full-day day care center is a rather
specialized form of service that is badly
needed when parents are working, when
there are serious health problems in the
home or when other Xinds of bLurdens
make it necessary to give parenis that
degree of help.

All of these services, however, have
common componenis. No matter what
type it is, it should have a well-defined,
well-thoughtout educational component,
There needs to be a health component,
although this will vary depending on the
program. It may be only eonnecting the
faumily with appropriate liealth services or
it may mean supplementary feeding to
ussute nutrition.

The sume holds true with social serv-
ices. In some inslances we have people on
a staff that provide these services. In
others, it means that the nursery school
teacher needs lo know her community
resources so that she can make appropri-
ate referrals. Again, this has to be geared
to the need of the particular family being
served.

When you cvome to the long. full-day
day care program, very careful thought
needs to bLe given because this is a
tremendous responsibilily. Children may
begin in infancy and continue on a
part-time basis until they are 12 years old
or more. Children may be in programs for
9 hours a day, 5 days a week, 52 weeksa

» year. These programs, therefore, need to
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be very carefully designcd to be support
systems for the family, a supplement to
the family that does not ry to replace
the family. I think that some of us, in our
wisdom, sometimes forget that this is not
our role.

When we think about different kinds
of services, we tend to think first of the
group day care center for the child
between 2 and 6 years of age. This is
probably the best known type of care,
although statistically it has provided very
little day care service in this country as
opposed to other kinds of arrangements.

There is still a need for in-home care
where an outside person comes into the
child’'s own home to provide care while
the mother is out of the home. This will
prohably continue to be a form of service
sougnt by many middle-class familie. It is
getting more and more difficult to do
that because of the lack of people who
are willing to provide this kind of service.
It has become increasingly necessary to
pay minimum wages and overtime so it
has become a very complicated form of
service. Nonetheless, it is one that should
be part of a total system, particularly for
children with very special needs. It should
also be available when there is a problem
of child abuse, as a tempotaty arrange-
ment.

Family day care is one type of service
that is being used more and more. It is
also one of the alternatives that should be
available, It needs to be brought into the
system of cafe, rather than being isolated
as an individualized program. This i
important, in terms of the regulatory
procedures that need to be taken care of,
if we are to assure that floor of quality
that Gwen [Morgan] mentioned. It also
makes it possible to deploy materials, to
provide training and to provide ongoing
supervision so0 that the care is develop-
mental and educational as well as cus-
todial.

We need to find ways to insure better
nutrition in fanily day care because the
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major support for family day care is stitl
averaging about $15 to 320 per week-—
and the family day care mother is expect-
ed to provide food as part of that fee.

In any kind of child development
program we talk about parent involve-
ment. | would like to say a word for a
system of day care that provides alterna-
tives within the system, so that a parent
could deal with jus: one agency. For
example, the parent might want to use
family day care for an infant and 2 group
setting for a 4-year-old without having to
relate to a great many different agencies.
Some parents have their older children in
as many as three or four different schools
{perhaps because of busing pattems), and
if they also have two different day care
placements—and they are all making de-
mands on them—it becomes very imprac-
tical, to say the least.

We have not explored the possibility
of combining family day care and half-
day programs. It seems to me that there
are some real possibilities for children to
be in family day care a good part of the
time, but also in a group situation for
some additional experiences—-experiences
that a family day care mother with four
or five children of different ages may not
be able to provide in the home. This can
be done either on the basis of individual
children going oul, or it can be done with
several family day care mothers being
brought together with their ¢..ildren. In
addition to providing added experience
for the children, this approach could
allow some time for planning and training
for day care mothers.

Regardless of who is responsible for
the day care system, let's have some
flexibility within the system. Let's have
some flexibility so that there will be
alternatives for children whose needs dif-
fer and so parents can have some real
choices. For the most part, parenis have
not had real choices. | belleve that in
designing systemis, we can keep some
flexibility without jeopardizing efficiency
in the delivery of programs,
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V. The Role of Government

At the Federal Level

Amaong the contributions of the many
keynote speakers at the regional
conferences was a review and analysis of
federa! programs along with
recommendations for the future, While
speakers addressed issues of immediate
concern, they also provided insights that
have enduring value,

Jule Sugarman, currently Atlanta’s chief
administrative officer, discussed the early
years of the Head Start program,

I'd like to take you back about 10
years this month {March 1965], because
it was just about then that Sargent
Shriver went to the White House with a
plan thuat called for the creation of a
program called Head Start. That pro&fam
wil$, in many ways, a unique turning
point in the history of child development
in this country,

One day my boss came back from a
meeting in Mr. Shriver’s office and said,
“Guess what? We're going to have a
-Kiddie Corps!™ That turned » lot of us
off al first, but the more we thought
about it, the more we realized that here
indecd was U potential. We looked at the
rescarch -cven jn those days-2nd under-
stood the importance of the first five
years of life.

We pulled together a group of about a
dozen men and women and we sat down
and planned what ought {o happen on
behalf of young children. We reuched
some conclusions. Whatever we did, we
decided, it had to be a comprehensive
program, It shouldn’t be just education,
just health, just social services, just nutri-
tion or just parent education-but it
ought to be afl of those things grouped
together reinforcing cach other.

Most of the people who were associ-
ated with the plunning of Head Stuart were
cithfir psychologists or physicians: pedia-
tricians, nurses, child psychologists and so
on. Only two persons on that cntire task
force were forinal early childliicod educa-
tors, yet they brought such a richness of
viewpoint that, | think, u really solid
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concept of what could be done for young
children emerged.

The program grew and, in L vefy short
period of time, Head ‘Start blossomed out
all over America. 10 some ways it brought
out in the Amertican public, I think, a sort
of latent concern for children that was
often obscured in the things they did. IF
orily that same splrit—that highly encour-
aging and optimistic spirit that began
Head Start and which in very significant
ways affected the country—had contin-
ued all these years.

One of the reasons that it hasn’t is that
we in America have an impatience with
public programs that allows them & very
short half-life. We get wildly enth usiastic
about some idea for a period of two,
three ot four years; but then we start
picking it aparl saying that it doesn’t
work, that it's a failure. I can tell you
that no public program | have ever seen
works in anything less than 10 years. The
American public doesn’t have that kind
of patience and neither does the Congress
and neither do the state legislatures.

A lot of people said, “It won’t make
any difference in 20 years,” Nobody
knows whether it will or not, but let me
simply say that if it makes a difference
today and tomorrow and the next day in
the lives of probably close to a million
kids, then it does make a difference. One
simply connot rule out as unimportant
the potential for children to have one,
two, three or four Bood years in their
lives that they otherwise might riot have
had.

I happen to believe that child develop-
ment programs can, and will in the
Future, do a lot more than that, Properly
developed, properly staffed, properly re-
searched and properly trained, we have
the capacity to really make some signifi-
cant differences in the lives of children,

Betti Whaley, commissioner of New York
City's Agency for Child Development,
discussed the need for planning and
coordination, and the need for advocacy
for publicly supparted child and family
services.




In many ways, we are al a pivotal
point in our policy-making processes.
Never in our history have so muny contra-
diclory problems simultaneously visited
themselves upon us. With a grave reces-
sion, we have an ever-increasing cost of
living, With a staggering rale of unem-
ployment, there is no indication that
lessened purchasing power is poing lo
bring prices down, a fuct that ahsolutely
condradicts the standard luw of supply
and demand,

More and niore women—out of eco-
nomic need Of because they are single
heads of househiolds or because they have
responded to the spirit of the newly
liberated women-seek 1o join the [ahor
force at a time when jobs are in shorter
supply thun they have been since 1933.
Thete is concomitanl growing need for
more and more subsidized services to
children at a time when government is
less and less ablc to meet that need: not
only because of the cconomic restraints
faced by state and local governinents, but
also because cf our federal administra-
tion's apparent unwillingness to acknowl-
edge that the poor need more, not less.

Perhaps it is true that a nation’s
budget priorities are not the only criteria
by which to measure its concerns for its
population. Surely they are, however, a
significant reflection of where we stand as
4 nation in retation to what we are willing
to do to enhance family life, develop
maximum human potential and commit
ourselves to the principle that people are
more important than profit. But even in
areas tbat don't entail greater expendi-
fures, we seem to ignore the human
element and implement programs that. in
spite of their good intentions. serve noly
to further crode the quality of family [ife.

The advocate voice of Americuns can
have 1 powerful effect upon government’s
response. We saw this recently witin the
devetopinent of environmental impact
statements. Surely our families, one of
our most valuable resources, deserve no
less attention than our environment. A
carefully conceived and thoughifully im-
plemented national family impact state-
ment is an obvious meuans by which to
call a halt to our present fragmented
system of plunning and delivering human
scrvices.,

As stutes such as Mussachusetts and

k]|

Pennsylvania publish the results of studies
on {heir new offices of child develop-
ment, | think it is fair to conclude that
there is an increasing awareness of the
need Lo coordinate services to children
and families, and to allocate public funds
in ways that witl enhance family viability
and ensure the maximuin development of
human potentinl. New York is planning
an advocate arm of the state government
and | am proud 1o associate myself with
the advocate role played by my agency.

Consider the kinds of legislation that
have recently become law or are now
before the Congress. Title XX not only
makes it possible for states 1o raise the
income eligibility for families that may
receive subsidized human services. but it
is causing states to develop new -state
plans for the design and delivery of those
services. Legislation affecting federal
funds for nutrition seem sure to pass, and
when it does it will apply to all subsidized
child care programs and not just some of
them. Funds have been made avaitable to
allow Head Start centers to serve [0
percent handicapped children, fulfilling
the Congressional mandate.

And, perhaps most exciting of all, we
nwust consider the broad implications of
the Child and-Family Services Act, intro-
duced earlier this year. It is a bili that
stands to Play a vital role in the lives of
Americans—in terins of both the infusion
of new money for human services and the
comprehensive nature of tlhe services it
encompasses.

Surely it is possible to look upon this
confluence of progressive legislation and
believe that there is hope on the hotizon.
Optimism s, at least in small measute,
justified. The fact that the Congress now
includes 75 new and, for the most part,
younger members, is also a hopeful sign.

We are ut a point now~today—that
can allow us, as advocates. to move
quickly to implement remedies that will
reverse ous longstanding injustices to
children. What we need is a plan for
sction—a plan that is as much the respon-
sibility of those outside the framework of
government as it is of those within it, We
stand now &t a Ppivotal point in the
development of this nation. What we do
to influence future decisions can and will
have uan immense impaci on generations
to come.
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Georgia State Senator Julian Bond
discussed the naed for, and possible
ingredients of, comprehensive foderal
child care legislation.

From its otigins in the 1850s, day care
in this country has heen the subject of
unending dchate. While many day cure
proponents have unrealistically high ex-
pectations for the program, its detractors
have ignored existing realities. As the
purchasing power of the dollar declines,
#s more and more [amilies require assis-
tance and as the unemployment rolls
grow, the general sense of economic
insecurity may well be forcing more
mothers to take pari-time jobs and more
new mothers into the work force after
their children are born.

The need for comprehensive federal
lcgisiation is overwhelming. For exampie,
40 percent of the young childeen in this
country are not even fully immunized
against childhood diseases; approximately
1 0 million poor children receive no health
care at ail. OQver four million children
have limited or no English-speaking abil-
ity and only @ handful are enrolled in
bilingual/bicultural programs.

Although | advocate an adequate in-
come maintenance program for poor fam-
ilies, such a program would not eliminate
the nced for public funds to encourage
the development of faciiities and services
for children. Inaccessibility to child de-
velopment services exists now—not only

becruse people do not have the money to”

pay for such services, but because the
services do not exist.

The principal objective of federal legis-
lation must be to provide services to
fumilies who want and need them in
order to meet the comprehensive needs of
their children. Let me emphasize that
child care legislation must be supportive
of families and that child care needs
differ from family to family and from
community to cormmunity—-as do the
cupucities of community institutions to
meet those needs. The community itself
must be able to assess its overall child
care needs. to make local choices about
the types of services to be offered ynd to
determine who within the community
should provide those services so that
families have options. And, fimally, eriti-
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cal to the success of child care programs
is the involvement of parents.

I've discussed the need for comprehen-
sive child development legislation at the
federal level. However, 1 should remind
you that political pressure for change can
and must be brought to bear on the local
and state levels as well. Ag far as state
government is concerned, three of the
states in pur region (Florida, South Caro-
lina and Tennessee} have committed state
monies for day care. But, I wnderstand
that @ number of Southern states are
turning back Title XX money that couid
be matched by state money Ffor the
support of day care centers.

Keep in mind that 60 percent of
revenue-sharing Funds spent by state gov-
ernments go for education. There Is no.
reason why a portion of that should not
go for developmental day care. At the
county and focal levels, federal revenue-
sharing funds are available under the
category of social services for the poor
and aged. 1 would recommend putting
pressire on city hall, city couwncils and
county commissioners.

Let me close by thanking you for the
opportunity to be here today to meet
with the experts and to sound out some
of my ideas. It is now my responsibility
as & legislator to attempt to bring about
needed change through the political proc-
ess. | welcome your advice and pledge to
use my position to accomplish the objec-
tives to which we are committed.

Orval Hansen, former U.S. representative
and member of the Education and Labor
Committee, discussed the pending Child
and Family Services Act, stressing the
need for state involvement in the future
implementation of the act.

| thought it might be useful to take a
look at the federal scene—to laok at what
has happened and what is likely to
happen at the federai level in terms of
early childhood legislation, especially its
implications for the states.

My work began more than six years
ag0 when [ was a freshman in the House
of Representatives. 1 was appointed to
the Education and Labor Committee and
moved into what [ perceived to be one of
the biggest vacuums in the Congress—
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early childhood. There seemed to be an
ongoing effort in most of the other areas,
in higher education, vocational education,
elementaryfsecondary education and so
forth, but this was an area that was
largely being neglected.

It was a matter of moving into that
vacuum to huild, or attempt to build, a
legislative mechanism that would provide
a means to enable the federal government
to meet its responsibility in the total
effort. You probably know the story, We
have not succeeded yet. We still do nol
have a comprehensive law on the books.
But in the process | think we have moved
closer together in terms of reaching agree-
ment on what is needed from the federal
Jovernment and at the same time, we
have learned more about the total needs
and the best way to respond.

Of greatest interest 1o this conference
is that, hopefully, there should be a major
role for the state governments in any kind
of a comprehensive program. This was
lacking, | might note, in the first legisia-
tion passed in 1971, That contributed to
the administrative weakness, in my judg
ment, that made it difficull to generate
the broad support across the country that
was essential to getting it signed into law.
And, unless the new comprehensive legis-
lation will assign a major and meaningful
role to the states, its chances of final
success—or working after it is signed into
law—are still somewhat doubtful.

That's why it's important that the
states take an active role not only in
helping to shape the legislation, but in
demonstrating to the Congress and to
many who are doubters, that the states
have not only the will but the capacity to
play a major role, I seems to me that we
should work toward giving the states the
initial opportunity to become a prime
sponsor for the purposes of developing
and administering progtams within the
states and to develop a comprehensive
state plan and program. The states failing
that, then steps should be taken to
encourage olher prime sponsors within
the state,

A central purpose of the legislution
that unfortunately was not sufficiently
understood in the early years (and ! hope
it is better understiood now), is that it js
family- and home-centered. You ,can
recall that we heard a lot of the scare talk
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when the opposition was being organized
that resulted in a Presidential veto. They
pictufed the federal government learing a
child away from its mother’s arms at the
doorstep to be taken to some center to be
brainwashed.

Ol coursc. nothing could be further
from the truili. The whole purpose of
what we're altemping to do is to
strengthen the home und the family as
the place and the institution best ahle—
and in many cases the anly one able—to
respond to the needs of young children.
The new legislation, in a much clearer
way, identifies this central purpose.

Anolher strong vonviclion that we
developeil in the evolution of this legisla-
tion was that we must avoid economic
segregation. 1t is important that we (eal
initially with the most critical needs—the
needs of families with low incomes. the
needs of working inothers, But it is also
important that we design programs that
will reach the entire community so that
we do not segregate children on the basis
of their fumily’s income and to assure
that they can afl have tle same kind of
experience.

There is also training. which is an area
of special interest to me and which is
provided for in the current legislution. It
provides support far institutions of higher
learning to help train specialists that
are—and will be—in short supply.

Last in the list of features that | would
like to see in legistation would be provi-
sions for research,

The new legislation is not likely to
pass very soon. There probably coulda’t
be 2 warse time in terms ot the economic
climate to talk about a fairly ambitious
and comprehensive new program that
anticipates increasing levels of spending in
the coming years. 1 am sure that 3 much
higher priority will be assigned to getting
the economy back on the tracks than on
any new departure that will lead to future
commitments of funds.

While there is a sense of frustration
over the time it hus taken—and is likely to
take in the next months or years—to get
the first comprehensive law on the books,
there is slso great opportunity. There is
in opportunity to demonstrate to the
Congress thaf there is a willingness on the
part of the states lo ussign a high priority,
to commit state Tesources to early child-
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hood and to demonstrate that there is the
kind of capability and experienve within
the states needed to make a comprehen-
sive program work once it’s on the books.

My parting suggestion and plea would
be to those of you in the states, if you
shate my Bgoal of developing a fotal
partnership involving the federal govern-
ment, the states, the privala sector,
schools and others, in addressing the tot:l
needs of young children—that the best
way we cian assure the achievement of
that goal is to build, at the grass roots
level, an understanding of the need for
attention to young children, of the disas-
trous consequences of neglect and of
some of the enormous opportunities to
help improve the quality of life, if we
face up to that responsibility.

Expressing the viewpoint of an educator
with alongstanding interest in early
childhood development, £).S,
Commissioner of Education T. H. Bell
offered suggestions on how the public
school system might contribute to
meeting the needs of very young children
and their families

I first became interested in early child-
hood education back in the early 1960s
when | read an article about it in Reader’s
Digest. In foliowing up on that and in
following up the sources—because [ felt
the writer had to be wrong-1 became
converted to the concept of education in
the early years of life.

Since then, I have tried to read every-
thing I could get hold of in the field of
early childhood education. | wrote a
book called Your Child’s Intellect: A
Guide to Home-Based Preschool Educa-
tion, which is a sort of layman's approach
in making a few suggestions to parents on
how they might sponsor more wholesome
and productive experiences in the home
for their children.

I'm convinced that the first five years
of life are the most crucial ones in a
person’s total lifetime and that we are not
paying enough attention to those early
yeuars. We do not have a vigble policy on
the family or on the contribution it can
make in the field of edwation.

'm vitally concerned that we look
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more and mo re at the other end of the
education partnership—the home. We all
know that education is more than school-
ing—if we define schooling as attending a
formal, organized school and if we define
education as all those experiences that
impact upon us and cayse us to learn.

3¢ much more needs to go into our
concern than just formal schooling. I
think one of the most important areas
that we will need to concern ourselves
about in the future is adult education for
parenthood and for child care services.
I've been proposing in numerous settings
that we ought to begin to offer services,
instruction and support to parents out of
the neighborhood elementary school—
that the neighborhood elementary school
ought to assunie a new role a8 a source
for delivery of services for children in the
neighborhood.

I believe that this can be done without
an enormous amount of additional ex-
pense. First of all, our elementary
schools—many of them-are finding avail-
able space to assume a new role. And, as
you know, an elementary school plant is
within walking distance for the great bulk
of the population of the United States.
So we have an opportunity there for a
good and viable outreach progtam to
patents.

The education system, the child devel-
opment specialist, the social service
groups, the public health people—all
those who provide services—ought to be
working together. Maybe the neighbor-
hood elementary school can be a sort of
home base for this, to provide trzining
and services for parents and children.

Parents often do things unwiitingly
that they would not do if they had just a
little bit of training. I have a doctorate in
education and have studied my share of
educational psychology, child develop-
ment and all the rest of it. | know that in
spite of all those benefits, I made a
number of mistakes in the rearing of my
own four boys.

For some reason, we just seem to feel
that either you are born a good parent or
you'rc going to learn how to be one by
trial and error. | argue that we could
teach a few fundamental principles that
are very simple and easy to learn and that

we ought to be teaching them. For some




reason we don’t grasp this obvious fact
and doit,

[ certainly don’t wish {o close the door
on the need for nursery ‘schools and
viable day care services. [ also wouldn't
argue against a school district, if it had
the funds, offering 2 nursery school sery-
ice or some other kind of schooling below
kindergarten if it were carefully done.
But I’d also argue that if it weren’t
carefully done, it could do as much harm
as good,

['m concerned with the day care serv.
ices around the country and I’ve been
trying to learn a bit about them, I'm
surprised at the huge percentage of the
preschool-age youngsters that get up in
the motning and are delivered to some
kind of child care service. Some of them
are fortunate enough to be inm a high
quality, professionally run program, but
most of them are literally left off in an ad
hoc situation where those responsible
haven't had even the minimumni training
they ought to have.

One of the things that would give me
the shudders would be if we were to
suddenly open our bureaucratic schools—
I don’t want to be critical of them; I
operated a bureaucratic school myself ag
a principal-without a different approach
and a different attitude, a different type
of iraining and background for those who
would be providing those services.

1 think we need people with quite a
different orientation and training than
the typical public school teacher has,
even the typical primary teacher. | admire
these teachers and | think many of them
are very, very able, But when you're
relating to the very young, the preschool
youngster, you're in a situation where
you need different trajning.

So I wouldn’t want my message to
come #cross as implying that the {U.8.]
Commissioner of Education is advocating
that we open & whole host of schools—
government-operated nursery schools—in
our elementary schools. 1 just feel that
the elementary school can be the home
base for the training of parents and that it
can be the source for the delivery of
services. [t can be a place where we can
reach out to the child development spe-
cialist and others who really know this
field and who can provide these services

as they ought to be provided.

I hope all of you will lend your voice
and support to what [ think is one of the
most important movements we have in
the United States: to improve the quality
of life and the living experiences and the
quality of services to our tiny citizens,
who | believe are really being neglected at
the present time.

At the State Level

Williarx Brantley Harvey, licutenant
governov of South Carolina, touched
upon the role of state government in
general and upon the increasing emphasis
on child development programs in his
state.

An early and keen observer of Ameri-
can government. Alexis de Tocquevilie, in
comparing state and federal government
in the early years of this nation, said,
“The business of the union is incompar-
ably better conducted than that of any
individual state. The conduct of the
federal government is more fair and more
temperate than thzt of the states. It has
more prudence and discretion, its projects
are more durable and skillfully combined.
its measures are executed with more vigor
and consistency.”

And despite this early comparison and
warning, the emphasis in siate goveln-
ment in the 19th Century was ail too
frequently on limiting and controlling
and, in fact, even weakening the power of
state governments. Then, in 1933, came
almost a culmination of this when. in the
depth of the Depression. a strong federal
government became dominant in dealing
with a growing list of national problems.

The next 40 yearss, and pavticularly the
last decade, have seen the states hecome
much more important and viable—an ac-
tive, participating part of our government
partnership. This can be largely attrit-
uted, | think, to four things: stronger
state eXecutives and betler organized
state administrations. more re presenlative
and better-staffed legistatures. the ad-
vancentent and professionalisin of cjvil
servants and progress in intergovern-
mental coopetation hetween {he stutes.
With regard to the fourth itemy, 1 think
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that it is so appropriate that wWe are here
today in the spirit of working together
and in cooperating and in coordinating
our efforts.

In early childhood, { think the states
have accepted their responsibility. Cer-
tainty, foremost in the issues that face us
is early childhood development. We 3ll
know not only the positive side, but the
terrible negative effect il we fail to meet
this tremendous responsibility. We all
know what it costs for remedial care. I
am told that almost half of the children
in our remedial classes are not there
because they lack ability, but because
they did not have the proper early start.
The school dropout, s6 much 2 result of
not having opportunities i the early
years, has a 10 times greater chance of
winding up delinquent.

We have three major thrusts to our
program in South Carolina. The first is
that of strengthening the role of the
family and recognizing its fundamental
influence in society. Those outside of this
work often don’t get the message that we
are not trying to take children away from
the family. We are trying to help familics
and parents who want the very best for
their children—and there is never any
doubt in my mind about that. But some
of them need help—the help of govern-
ment agencies, the instruction and the
means to better fulfill their responsibili-
ties as parents.

The second thrust is the early detec-
tion of health and educational handicaps.
We must have early childhood education
that is more than custodial. There is so
much opportunity for us to detect [hand-
icaps] and meet the needs of children—-
whether they are physical, mental or
emotional—at an early age, to correct
these things and to start the child on the
right path.

Third, and so important, is laying the
foundation for a good education. I have
seen what Head Start has done, what
kindergarten has done and what early
childhood education has done in my
state, | would simply say that we need to
help the private sector and we need to
have a program in the public secior for
these preschool youngsters so that they
cin take their places in the education
system.
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Those of us in state governmeni—the
legislative branch and the executive
branch—are fully aware of what we are
here to do and to accomplish. We are
with you, we support you and we need
your advice on how to do it and how to
do it well.

Governor Jerry Apodaca of New Mexico
also expressed awareness, concern and
commitment.

As a former teacher and coach, as well
as a parent, | have always valued public
education. The only way we can improve
the lives of our people is providing access
to high-quality, educational opportuni-
ties; and there can be no doubt that early
childhood education is a very vital ingre-
dient in that concept.

Early childhood education has traveled
a long way since the kindergarten concept
and it will need further adjustment as
time goes on. We are now prepating our
children for the 21st Century. We are
dealing with & group of youngsters that
have needs beyond the kindergarten that
served a generation not exposed to the
mass media and the rapid communica-
tions of today. .

Because our society has greater mobil-
ity and children have broader exposure to
the world around them, they have gone
beyond the traditional levels of instruc-
tion. Yet, there are constant challenges.
Early childhood education for the under-
ptivileged, disadvantaged and handi-
capped must receive a deep commitment
because some children will not be able to
profit from what otherwise would be
considered regular programs.

We might consider outreach programs
to meet these new challenges. The con-
cept of school should not be limited to a
physical structure. It seems judicrous to
me to take a child from a poverty-level
home, transport him in a brand new bus
{o a brand new life at school and then,
after six hours, return him to poverty.

We in New Mexico have 2 somewhat
unique challenge in the education field.
We are blessed with a variation of lan-
guage and cuitural ties. Some have regard-
ed this as a handicap, but let me assure
you that, if properly pursued, this cul-
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tural diversity can produce a much more
creative individusl—an individual with a
deeper understanding of his fellow human
heings.

That is why 1| have always made
education the first puhlic priority in New
Mexico and | will continue to do s6 as
governor. | hoPe ynd pray that we play
our part in making our goals a reality, for
wecan do no less.

One of the state programs that has
achieved national acclaim is the eary
childhood program in California’s
department of education. Glenn Davis,
associate superintendent of public
instruction, described the program at the
Albuquerque conference.

1 would like to discuss 2 dream that
Wilson Riles [California’s superintendent
of public instruction] had and that I'm
having. [ would fike to relate how 1t came
about and where we are in our progress.

Thete are times when I think we've
been at it for 30 years, but we've only
really completed our first full year of
operation. In the beginning, 2 task force
was appointed to review early childhood
education in California. They were given
six months to do it, The task force came
up with a report containing some basic
recommendations: (1) to reform educa-
tion in Californiz because it was inade-
quate and (2) addsess the concept of
equal educational opportunity. It also
recommended thet every primary class-
room in California be nongraded, that we
create 1ocal autonomy and that we recre-
ate the partnership between parents and
schools. The last task force recommenda-
tion was that every parent in California
should have an opportunity to enroll his
4-year-oid in a program.

In the legistation, the recommendation
concerning 4-year-olds was not included.
We received national notoriety to the
effect that “Wilson Riles was tearing
children away from the breasts of their
mothers and placing them in institutions
that would harm them forever.” That was
nonsense. But one of our legislators sug-
gested, and 1 concurred, that we should
not place d-year olds in an environment
that was not adequate or appropriate for
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the children who are already there. We
agreed to include 4-year-olds only when
the school had demonstrated that it had
created an appropriate environment.

Nongraded classrooms were also left
out. We wanted each school {0 design its
program from the point of view of
“continuous progress”—which means that
you attempt to understand 2 given child
and project a learning environment, or a
set of learning circumstances, that will
take him from point 4 to point B
regardiess of his age.

The task force did not address eco-
nomics, strategies or content, they just
said “'reform.” On Feb. 7, 1972, Mr. Riles
asked me to write the implementation
proposal for early childhood education
by March | so that we could have the
legislation package ready by April 2, A
proposal committee of seven people was
formed, including an economist, a plan-
ning strategist, a politician, three people
who understood [ocal education agencies
and how they function, and myself. In 21
days we had a plan.

We asked for an authorization of $130
per child, and we provided that school-
level planning was to be the Key factor.
The strategy was designed to prod people
in the school environment to go through
a cerebral process of understanding what
they are doing now, why it is inadequate,
what they need to do to change it and
how they might go about it. We also
required that local schoo! planning must
involve parents.

In terms of flexibility, we recommend-
ed that the state board of education be
allowed to waive any section of the
education code that was an impediment
to a local school program.

We also put in a provision to phase in~
the plan over time. In other words. if a
school system had 100 schools. it would
start with 10. Once it proved thiat it could
do it with 10, then it could start on the
next 20 and so on. We wanted to demon-
strate that we could learn from both
successes and failure, but we wanted to
reward success.

To ensure that everyone was invelved
in the process, we stipulated that no
monies for this program could be used
until the parents had signed an affadavit
saying that they had been involved in the
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school planning process and were knowl-
edgeable about it.

We also called for a process and
product eviluation. Thus, every school
gets a printout that gives them our
judgment of their design, with criteria
they were aware of ahead of time. We
also make visits to every school. Two
reviewers go out and review the program
in motion. They interview parents, teach-
e1s, the principal and even the children,
50 that we not only know the quality of
the plan but also the quality of its
implementation.

At the end of the year, we have
product evaluation through test scores.
Because 1 was convinced that product
scores would not be improved during the
first year, we designed the evaluation as
follows: a good job of implementation
was worth 70 points; if the budget
matched the program design, it was worth
20 points; and student gains were worth
10 points. In the second year. the num-
bers changed to 50-10-40; and in the
third year it changed to 50 points for
implementation and 50 points for student
gains.

Duting the program’s first year,
172,000 children were involved—130,000
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of those children were in Title I-type
schools. |n reading, the greatest gain
we've everl recorded for these children—
without dollars—was seven months for
one year of instruction, a systematic loss
of three months every year. Even with
Title 1 dollars, the best we had was one
year of growth for one year of instruc-
tion. In the first year of the early
childhood program we exceeded one for
one in every category; we had a high in
reading at the sscond-grade level of 1.4
and a high of 1 6 in math.

Out program is not perfect by any
stretch of the imagination. But we are
attempting to approach public policy
from the point of view of providing
criteria for excellence, and to reward the
system and add the next set of schools
when those criteria are met.

The whole concept goes back to the
idea that you can't solve people’s prob-
lems for them. You have to develop a
process at the level where people can buy
into the emotional commitiments; where
they have a chance to make decisions
about what they do. When you do that,
your chances of being successful are far
greater than when you try to give them a
solution.




